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Blake Mora: 


Key strategist in Mexico’s drug war 


MARK STEVENSON 
MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Sec¬ 
retary of the Interior Fran¬ 
cisco Blake Mora was the 
point man in Mexico’s 
deadly war on organized 
crime, seen by many as 
the embodiment of the 
government’s determina¬ 
tion to battle the narcot¬ 
ics trade despite a soaring 
death toll. Bloke Mora died 
at 45 on Friday with seven 
other officials in a helicop¬ 


ter crash on the way to a 
prosecutors’ meeting. 

He made his name crack¬ 
ing down on drug cartel 
violence in his home state 
of Baja California by forg¬ 
ing close cooperation be¬ 
tween military and civilian 
law-enforcement officials. 
He tirelessly promoted the 
same strategy as Presi¬ 
dent Felipe Calderon’s No. 


2, the top policy official 
in Mexico’s all-out push 
against drug traffickers and 
corruption. Blake Mora also 
led the push to clean up 
Mexico’s notoriously cor¬ 
rupt state and local police 
forces. 

“We’re trying to establish 
a justice system that both 
prevents criminal impunity 
and responds to the needs 
of society and its demands 
for social justice,” he said 
at a meeting of govern¬ 
ment officials this year. The 


man known to friends and 
colleagues as “Blake” was, 
“above all, a great Mexi¬ 
can who profoundly loved 
his homeland until the last 
moment of his life,” a vis¬ 
ibly moved Calderon said 
in an address to the na¬ 
tion, pausing several times 
to compose himself before 
continuing. 

“Today Mexico has lost a 


great patriot ... and I’ve 
lost a dear friend”, the 
president said. The secre¬ 
tary of the interior is sec¬ 
ond only to the president in 
authority and coordinates 
domestic policy, including 
security, human rights, mi¬ 
gration and the president’s 
relation with the legislature 
and opposition parties. 
Blake Mora frequently trav¬ 
eled to violence-torn cities 
for meetings with besieged 
state and local security of¬ 
ficials, promising to step up 
the presence of troops and 
federal police in violent 
areas, and not leave until 
drug gang members there 
were caught. 

“Organized crime, in its 
desperation, resorts to 
committing atrocities that 
we can’t and shouldn’t tol¬ 
erate as a government and 
as a society,” Blake Mora 
said after investigators 
found more than 100 bod¬ 
ies in pits near the U.S. bor¬ 
der. He later announced 
a five-point initiative to in¬ 
vestigate the crimes and to 
increase security, including 
the federal monitoring of 
buses such as those used 
by the migrant victims. 
Blake Mora also oversaw 
the government’s response 
to natural disasters like the 
massive oil pipeline disaster 
that laid waste to parts of 
the central city of San Mar¬ 
tin Texmelucan last year, 
killing at least 28 people. 
He led the creation of a 
new national identity card 
for youths under 18, with 
modern features including 
digitalized fingerprints and 
iris images, to prevent crimi¬ 
nals from using false IDs.Q 



Mexico’s Interior Minister Francisco Blake Mora attends his 
swearing in ceremony at Los Pinos presidential residence in 
Mexico City. The Mexican government said Friday Nov. 11, 
2011, that Mora, Mexico’s No. 2 government official next to 
the president, has died in a helicopter crash with eight others, 
including the pilot. 

(AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File) 


Change in pipeline 
plan could present 
new problems 

JAMES MacPHERSON 
MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Montana (AP) — The White House plan to seek 
alternate routes for a Canada-to-Texas oil pipeline pres¬ 
ents a tangle of new problems for the project’s backers, 
and any of those obstacles could still sink the proposal be¬ 
fore the first spade of dirt is turned. 

Shifting the path to avoid a major aquifer could increase 
the number of perilous stream crossings and put the line 
closer to populated areas. Major changes also risk alien¬ 
ating pipeline supporters, who tout the economic benefits 
of creating thousands of jobs. And the most vocal oppo¬ 
nents plan to keep up their fight regardless of the route. 
The obstacles are tall enough, some observers say, that 
Canada’s oil industry could bypass U.S. markets with some 
of the country’s vast reserves and sell fuel to China using 
a pipeline through western Canada to the shores of the 
Pacific. 

TransCanada’s $7 billion Keystone XL pipeline would carry 
up to 700,000 barrels of crude a day from Alberta’s tar 
sands to Gulf Coast refineries. The original route crossed 
six states, including Nebraska, where opponents worried 
about threats to the massive Ogallala aquifer. The line 
also would pass through Montana, South Dakota, Kansas 
and Oklahoma. 

Largely because of complaints from Nebraska, the State 
Department agreed Thursday to look for new routes that 
would steer clear of the state’s Sandhills region and the 
aquifer, which flows beneath eight states and provides ir¬ 
rigation to huge farming areas. 

That effort will delay a final decision until early 2013. Trans- 
Canada’s director of field operations, Jim Krause, de¬ 
clined Friday to go into any detail about possible alterna¬ 
tive routes. 

“We only got the news late yesterday,” Krause said. 
“We’re mulling a lot of things.” 

Thirteen alternate routes were reviewed and rejected by 
the State Department over the past three years. Among 
those were paths to follow an existing TransCanada pipe¬ 
line that roughly tracks the Canadian border east from 
Montana across North Dakota and then turns south to go 
through eastern South Dakota and Nebraska. 

That option, favored by Nebraska’s governor, passes 
through a much smaller portion of the Ogallala aquifer. 
But it was rejected in part because the route is longer and 
would have raised the project’s price tag by about 25 
percent, or an estimated $1.7 billion.Q 
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Week of turmoil leaves Penn State in a daze 


Continued from Front 


NANCY ARMOUR 
AP National Writer 
STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) — 

All the familiar sights and 
sounds of a football week¬ 
end of Penn State were 
on display: Crowded side¬ 
walks and restaurants, fans 
dressed in the blue-and- 
white of their cherished 
Nittany Lions, scalpers pes¬ 
tering passers-by for extra 
tickets. Something, howev¬ 
er, was clearly missing. 
Happy Valley is anything 
but these days. 

“There's no life here,” Hom¬ 
er Berlew said as he and his 
wife, Sandro, strolled the 
campus to take pictures 
Friday. “Nothing is being 
said. It’s like everyone's in 
a daze." 

As the most tumultuous 
week in Penn State's his¬ 
tory came to a close, the 
university struggled with a 
child sex-abuse scandal 
that has rocked the school 


and cost football coach 
Joe Poterno and President 
Graham Spanier their jobs. 
The board of trustees, in its 


first public meeting since 
firing Paterno and Spanier, 
began the process of re¬ 
pairing Penn State’s image 
by forming a committee to 


investigate the university's 
failures to stop alleged sex 
abuse by former assistant 
coach Jerry Sandusky. 


(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar) 

The school also put wide 
receivers coach Mike Mc- 
Queary — a key witness 
against Sandusky — on 
paid leave. It already had 


said McQueary would not 
be at Saturday’s final home 
game against Nebraska be¬ 
cause of “multiple threats,” 
and the Harrisburg Patriot- 
News reported that he has 
told players by phone that 
he was in a secluded loca¬ 
tion outside State College. 
New president Rod Erickson 
plans to appoint an ethics 
officer, and said the school 
will review all standards, 
policies and programs to 
ensure they meet “not only 
the law, but Penn State's 
standard.” 

“I know we can do this. We 
ore resilient; we are a uni¬ 
versity that will rebuild the 
trust and confidence that 
so many people have had 
in us for so many years,” 
said Erickson, formerly the 
provost. Paterno’s son, 
Scott, meanwhile, released 
a statement saying his fa¬ 
ther hod hired Wick Sellers, 
a high-profile criminal attor¬ 
ney. 

While not the subject of any 
criminal investigation, the 


winningest coach in major 
college football wants “the 
truth to be uncovered and 
he will work with his lawyers 
to that end,” Scott Paterno 
said. “My father is experi¬ 
encing a range of powerful 
emotions. He is absolutely 
distraught over what hap¬ 
pened to the children and 
their families. He also wants 
very much to speak pub¬ 
licly and answer questions,” 
Scott Paterno said. “At this 
stage, however, he has no 
choice but to be patient 
and defer to the legal pro¬ 
cess.” Students planned o 
candlelight vigil Friday night 
in front of the administration 
building to show support for 
the boys who were alleg¬ 
edly abused, and several 
groups are raising money 
for victims of sexual abuse, 
getting more than $165,000 
so far. Rather than the tra¬ 
ditional “white out” for Sat¬ 
urday's game, fans were 
asked to wear blue — the 
color associated with child 
abuse awareness. □ 



Penn State University Board of Trustees member Kenneth C. 
Frazier, President of Merck & Co., is surrounded by media after 
being appointed by the trustees to chair a speciai committee 
to investigate the aiieged child abuse on campus, in State Col¬ 
lege, Pa., Friday, Nov. 11, 2011. The Penn State University Board 
of Trustees who fired legendary football coach Joe Paterno and 
school president Graham Spanier are meeting in the wake of 
the massive shakeup prompted by a child sex-abuse scandal. 
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Detroit prayer event puts Muslim community on edge 


JEFF KAROUB 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — A group 
that counts Islam among 
the ills facing America be¬ 
gan a 24-hour prayer rally 
Friday evening in an area 
with one of the largest Mus¬ 
lim communities in the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

The gathering at Ford Field, 
the stadium where the De¬ 
troit Lions football team 
plays, is designed to tackle 
issues such as the econo¬ 
my, racial strife, same-sex 
relationships and abortion. 
But the decade-old orga¬ 
nization known as TheCall 
has said Detroit is a “micro¬ 
cosm of our national crisis” 
in all areas, including “the 
rising tide of the Islamic 
movement." 

Leaders of TheCall believe 
a Satanic spirit is shaping 
all parts of U.S. society, 
and it must be challenged 
through intensive Christian 
prayer and fasting. Such 
a demonic spirit has taken 
hold of specific areas, De¬ 
troit among them, orga¬ 
nizers say. In the months 
ahead of their rallies, teams 
of local organizers often 
travel their communities 
performing a ritual called 
“divorcing Baal,” the name 
of a demon spirit, to drive 
out the devil from each lo¬ 
cation. 


“Our concern is that we are 
literally being demonized 
by the organizers of this 
group,” said Dawud Walid, 


executive director of Coun¬ 
cil on American-lslamic Re¬ 
lations’ Michigan chapter, 
which last week urged lo¬ 
cal mosques and Islamic 
schools to increase secu¬ 
rity. “And given the recent 
history of other groups that 
have come into Michigan 


... we’re concerned about 
this prayer vigil stoking up 
the flames of divisiveness in 
the community.” 


TheCall is the latest and 
largest of several groups or 
individuals to come to the 
Detroit area with a mes¬ 
sage that stirred up many 
of its estimated 150,000 to 
200,000 Muslims. Recent vis¬ 
itors have included Florida 
pastor Terry Jones; mem¬ 


bers of the Westboro Bap¬ 
tist Church; and the Acts 17 
Apologetics, missionaries 
who were arrested for dis- 


(AP Photo/Jeff Karoub) 

orderly conduct last year 
at Dearborn’s Arab Inter¬ 
national Festival but were 
later acquitted. 

As with many other Chris¬ 
tian groups, TheCall and 
its adherents believe Jesus 
is the only path to salva¬ 
tion. While they consider all 


other religions false, they 
have a specific focus on Is¬ 
lam, largely in response to 
the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, 
terrorism overseas and fear 
that Islam, which is also 
a proselytizing faith, will 
spread faster than Christi¬ 
anity. 

TheCall is modeled partly 
on the Promise Keepers, 
the men’s stadium prayer 
movement that was led 
in the 1990s by former Uni¬ 
versity of Colorado football 
coach Bill McCartney. The- 
Call’s first major rally was 
in September 2000 on the 
national Mall in Washing¬ 
ton, drawing tens of thou¬ 
sands of young people to 
pray for a Christian revival 
in America. Co-founder 
Lou Engle has organized 
similar rallies in several cit¬ 
ies, including a 2008 event 
at San Diego’s Qualcomm 
Stadium two days before 
Election Day to generate 
support for Proposition 8, 
which banned gay mar¬ 
riage in California. 
Theologically, Engle is part 
of a stream of Pentecos- 
talism that is independent 
of any denomination and 
is intensely focused on the 
end times. Within these 
churches, some leaders 
are elevated to the posi¬ 
tion of apostle, or hearing 
directly from God.Q 



The exterior of Ford Field in Detroit, the day before the start of The Call, a 24-hour Christian prayer 
gathering. Detroit clergy plan to march and hold a prayer rally outside the stadium hosting con¬ 
troversial event. 
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After conviction, iegal woes mount for Jackson doc 


ANTHONY McCartney 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jail 
time is not the only problem 
looming for the doctor con¬ 
victed in Michael Jackson’s 
death. 

Lawsuits, medical licensing 
issues and possible pay¬ 
ments to Jackson's family 
await. 

Some of the matters hove 
been on hold since Dr. Con¬ 
rad Murray was charged 
with involuntary man¬ 
slaughter in February 2010, 
and the cardiologist’s attor¬ 
neys have so far fended off 
attempts to end his ability 
to practice medicine. 

Now, with the jury’s guilty 
verdict announced Mon¬ 
day, the efforts to hold Mur¬ 
ray accountable in civil 
courts will speed up and the 
loss of his medical privileges 
are all but guaranteed. 

The Houston-based physi¬ 
cian is being sued by Jack¬ 
son’s father, embroiled in 
a fight with the provider of 
his medical malpractice 


insurance and may be or¬ 
dered to pay restitution to 
Jackson’s family when he 
is sentenced for involuntary 
manslaughter on Nov. 29. 
But Murray won’t go qui¬ 
etly. His civil attorney said 
that if the lawsuits proceed, 
they will delve into territory 
unexplored during the doc¬ 


tor’s six-week criminal trial, 
including possible culpabil¬ 
ity by other doctors. 
Murray’s team will also look 
into options for Murray to re¬ 
linquish his medical license 
in Texas — with an eye on 
trying to return to medicine 
within o year. 

Brian Oxmon, who repre¬ 


sents father Joe Jackson in 
o wrongful death lawsuit 
against Murray, said his civil 
cose “will absolutely focus 
on what happened before 
the last few hours of Mi¬ 
chael’s life.” 

Oxman is also working with 
Murray’s attorney, Charles 
Peckham, to possibly ex¬ 


pand the case to include 
other physicians who treat¬ 
ed Jackson, namely der¬ 
matologist Arnold Klein. 


“We are looking at ways 
to expand the scope and 
view of this iawsuit to all 
those who are actually 
responsible for the death 
of Michael Jackson,” 
Peckham said Thursday. 


Murray’s criminal attorneys 
frequently mentioned Klein 
to jurors and presented 
evidence about Demerol 
treatments that Klein gave 
Jackson in the months be¬ 
fore the singer’s June 2009 
death, but a judge blocked 
the dermatologist from tes¬ 
tifying. 

Peckham said some of Su¬ 
perior Court Judge Michael 
Pastor’s rulings — which 
were intended to keep 
the focus on Murray’s core 
of Jackson — “severely 
restrained testimony that 
would hove pointed to Dr. 
Murray’s innocence.”□ 



Dr. Conrad Murray is remanded into custody after the jury returns with a guilty verdict in his invoi- 
untary mansiaughter trial in a Los Angeies courtroom . Murray was convicted of involuntary man¬ 
slaughter after a trial that painted him as a reckiess caregiver who administered a iethal dose of a 
powerfui anesthetic that killed the pop star. 

(AP Photo/AI Seib, Pool) 


Romney looks to solidify 
campaign strength 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Mitt 
Romney looked to build 
on his growing strength in 
the Republican presidential 
race, promoting his plans 
to bolster the U.S. economy 
Friday while his rivals tried to 
mend their struggling cam¬ 
paigns. 

Romney, the former Mas¬ 
sachusetts governor, cam¬ 
paigned in South Carolina, 
o politically important state 
where the Republican con¬ 
tenders will meet for o de¬ 
bate Saturday. 

His strategy is to maintain 
the steady, it’s-all-about- 
the-economy campaign 
that’s landed him in the top 
tier and, behind the scenes, 
prepare for any of his rivals 
to rise in the race to be the 
Republican challenger to 
President Barack Obomo. 

“I know there will be one or 
two others that will be do¬ 
ing well in the polls, that’ll 
be you know, be real con¬ 
tenders. That’s the nature 
of the process,” Romney 
told reporters after spend¬ 
ing Friday campaigning 
at o barbecue restaurant 
near Greenville, South Car¬ 
olina. 


The difficulties of two of his 
main opponents hove giv¬ 
en a boost to Romney with 
less than two months to go 
before the Iowa caucuses, 
the first nominating contest. 
Romney’s closest rival, busi¬ 
nessman Herman Coin, 
was in New York doing in¬ 
terviews defending himself 
against allegations he sexu¬ 
ally harassed women in the 
1990s. 

And Texas Gov. Rick Perry 
was spending nearly $1 mil¬ 
lion airing ods on the con¬ 
servative Fox News cable 
channel os he hoped to 
bounce bock from o disas¬ 
trous debate Wednesday, 
when he couldn’t remem¬ 
ber the name of the third 
of three government agen¬ 
cies he said he would abol¬ 
ish. 

Perry was briefly o front-run¬ 
ner otter entering the race, 
but fell into the bottom tier 
of candidates after o se¬ 
ries of weak debate per¬ 
formances. Wednesday’s 
blunder was his worst mo¬ 
ment yet, becoming the 
talk of American politics 
and fodder for television 
comedians. □ 
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Utah mayor used alias to write 
upbeat news stories 


Taiwanese official 
accused of abusing 
her housekeeper 


PAUL FOY 
Associated Press 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Dis¬ 
guising himself with an 
alias, the mayor of Utah’s 
second-largest city has 
been writing upbeat free¬ 
lance articles about his 
town for area news outlets 
because he claimed the 
media spent too much 
time on crime coverage. 
He unapologetically re¬ 
vealed himself this week, 
insisting the balance was 
needed. 

“I thought about all the 
people just reading about 
crime in our city and noth¬ 
ing better,” West Valley City 
Mayor Mike Winder said Fri¬ 
day. “I’m trying to stand up 
for us because we do get 
the short end of the stick — 
negative stories.” 

Winder had been writing 
under the name Richard 
Burwash, an alias he actu¬ 
ally swiped from a real man 
— a one-time professional 
tennis player from Califor¬ 
nia — that he found on the 
Internet. 

He said getting stories pub¬ 
lished by the Deseret News, 


KSL-TV’s website and a 
community weekly was as 
easy as setting up a Gmail 


account and Facebook 
page. He communicated 
with editors by email and 
phone, never showing his 
face.As an unpaid writer 
for several months earlier 
this year, the so-called Bur- 
wash even quoted himself 


as mayor in some stories. 
In one published piece, he 
wrote about the opening 


(AP Photo) 

of a Buddhist Temple in his 
Salt Lake City suburb, quot¬ 
ing himself as saying, “We 
applaud any time a group 
builds a place to celebrate 
peace and to encourage 
people to live better lives.” 
“I was an easy source,” he 
quipped Friday. 

He even let his sister write 
one story under his alias. 
But he maintains all the sto¬ 
ries were “ 100 percent fac¬ 
tually correct” — except 
for the byline, of course.□ 


MARIA FISHER 
Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri (AP) 

— U.S. prosecutors have 
jailed a Taiwanese official 
on a felony labor violation 
involving her housekeeper 

— a charge experts say has 
rarely, if ever, been applied 
to a foreign official. 
Hsien-Hsien Liu, director 
general of the Taipei Eco¬ 
nomic and Cultural Office 
in Kansas City, is accused 
of vastly underpaying the 
woman from the Philip¬ 
pines, restricting when she 
could sleep and making 
her work 16 to 18 hours a 
day. Liu, 64, was arrested 
Thursday and charged 
with fraud in foreign labor 
contracting, which is pun¬ 
ishable by up to five years 
in federal prison. She was 
held without bond until a 
hearing Wednesday. Court 
records do not list an attor¬ 
ney for her. 

TECO’s main office in Wash¬ 
ington did not respond to 
phone and email messag¬ 
es left Friday seeking com¬ 
ment. The organization’s 
website said the office 
was closed Friday in obser¬ 
vance of Veterans Day. 
Prosecutors said Liu’s office 
maintains unofficial rela¬ 
tions between the United 


States and Taiwan and is 
similar to a foreign govern¬ 
ment consulate, although 
the U.S. doesn’t recognize 
Taiwan as a sovereign 
state. Prosecutors in Kan¬ 
sas City told The Kansas 
City Star newspaper that 
Liu is believed to be the 
first foreign official to face 
this charge in the United 
States. While others have 
been prosecuted for mis¬ 
treating domestic workers, 
Liu is accused of violating 
a law covering the recruit¬ 
ment of foreign workers 
and their transport into the 
United States on fraudulent 
terms, prosecutors said. 
Michael LeRoy, a labor 
law professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois, said he 
wasn’t aware of that spe¬ 
cific charge being used 
previously against a for¬ 
eign official and Liu’s 
case “represents a novel 
circumstance.” An FBI af¬ 
fidavit filed in the case 
claims TECO recruited the 
housekeeper in the Philip¬ 
pines in September 2011. 
According to the woman’s 
visa application, her two- 
year employment con¬ 
tract called for her to be 
paid $1,240 a month, work 
40-hour weeks and be en¬ 
titled to overtime. □ 
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In this June 1, 2011 photo. West Valley, Utah City Mayor Mike 
Winder speaks during an awards ceremony hosted by the La¬ 
tino Community Center at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center. 
Winder admitted recently to creating a false persona, Richard 
Burwash, and wrote more than a dozen stories for area publica¬ 
tions promoting his city. 
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Occupy protests face new issue in deaths 


TERRY COLLINS 
Associated Press 
OAKLAND, California (AP) 
— The anti-Wall Street 
movement that has spread 
across the United States 
since mid-September 
seems too young to be 
dealing with a worrying 
new issue: Death. 

Police on Friday were in¬ 
vestigating o man found 
dead at an Occupy pro¬ 
test comp in Utah, while 
authorities continued to 
look into a fatal shooting 
just outside the Oakland 
encampment in California 
and the apparent suicide 
of o military veteran at a 
camp in Vermont's largest 
city the day before. 

The deaths come otter 
a 53-year-old man was 
found dead inside a tent at 
the Occupy New Orleans 
encampment on Tuesday, 
which was reported by 
The Times-Picayune news¬ 
paper. The report said he 
appeared to have been 
dead for two days. 

In Salt Lake City, the police 
chief ordered all protesters 
to leave a city park after 
authorities on Friday found 
the body of the man, who 
was in his 40s. Police said 
he likely died from o com¬ 
bination of drugs and car¬ 
bon monoxide poisoning. 
Authorities found a pro¬ 
pane heater inside his tent. 
Police Chief Chris Burbank 
said the group will have to 
leave by Saturday evening 
or risk arrest. 


Meanwhile, the Oakland 
killing strained relations 
even further between lo¬ 
cal officials and protesters. 
A preliminary investiga¬ 
tion into the gunfire Thurs¬ 
day that left a man dead 
suggests it resulted from a 
fight between two groups 
of men at or near the 
camp on o plaza in front 
of Oakland's City Hall, po¬ 
lice Chief Howard Jordan 
said. 

Investigators did not yet 
know if the men were as¬ 
sociated with Occupy 
Oakland, but they were 
looking into reports that 
some protest participants 
tried to break up the alter¬ 
cation, Jordan said. 

In Vermont, police said 
preliminary investigations 
show a 35-year-old military 
veteran fatally shot himself 
in the head Thursday in- 
sidre his tent at an Occupy 
Wall Street camp in City 
Hall Park. The name of the 
man was being withheld 
because not all of his fam¬ 
ily has been notified. 
Deputy Chief Andi Higbee 
told reporters the shoot¬ 
ing raised questions about 
whether the protest would 
be allowed to continue. 
"Our responsibility is to 
keep the public safe. 
When there is o discharge 
of a firearm in o public 
place like this, it's good 
cause to be concerned, 
greatly concerned," Hig¬ 
bee said. 

That’s also the feeling with 
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some people in Oakland, “Tonight’s incident under- 
where the homicide was scores the reason why the 
the city’s 101st this year. encampment must end. 



A woman photographs a memorial at a site just outside of an 
Occupy Wall Street encampment in Oakland, Calif., Friday, Nov. 
11, 2011 where a man was killed Thursday night. Citing a strain 
on limited crime-fighting resources, Oakland police officers 
pleaded with Occupy Oakland protesters Friday to leave their 
encampment at the City Hall plaza. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 


The risks ore too great,” 
Mayor Jeon Quon, who 
has been criticized for issu¬ 
ing mixed signals abouf the 
camp, said in o statement 
Thursday. 

Protest leaders said the 
shooting involved outsiders 
and was only connected 
to their ongoing protest 
of U.S. financial instifufions 
fo the extent that poverty 
breeds violence. 

"This one heinous immoral 
crime should not over¬ 
shadow all of the good 
deeds, positive energy 
and the overall goals that 
the movement is attempt¬ 
ing to establish,” protester 
Kholid Shakur, 43.Q 





ciL| Cncmpaqne 


At Radi&son Aruba Resort Casino 5. Spa 
From 11 lOflom io 2:00pni 

A unique brunch experience combining 

/\ £ji/ Citrt& 

st^L& c/L^xes 



Kids under six are free 

Children 6-11 yeors = $12, Teen 12-17 years = $20 


Price: $35 p.p.4 service charge 


Seoiing overiooking tfte iwpicfliI gtmien or indoor in Ihe conditioned dWng lOom. 

Uv& MeHoitment 



^ ^ ARU&A 

I^ESOBT, CASINO & SPA 


Reservations; 526 6il2 ond 5244613 





























Saturday, November 12, 2011 


moniD NEWS 



Venezuela hunts for Ramos and his kidnappers 



Fans hold candles during a vigil for baseball player Wilson Ramos, catcher of the Washington 
Nationals, at the entrance of the Jose Bernardo Perez baseball stadium in Valencia, Venezuela, 
Thursday, Nov. 10, 2011. Ramos who had just finished his rookie season, was at his home en¬ 
trance in the town of Santa Ines Wednesday night when he was kidnapped by four armed men 
on a SUV, according to his agent Gustavo Marcano. 

(AP Photo/Lexonder Loiza) 


IAN JAMES 
JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan authorities 
said Friday they are confi¬ 
dent they can quickly solve 
the kidnapping of Washing¬ 
ton Nationals catcher Wilson 
Ramos. 

The abduction Wednesday 
night was the first known kid¬ 
napping of a major leaguer 
in a country that has dozens 
of players on big league ros¬ 
ters, and it has brought a re¬ 
newed focus on rising violent 
crime in Venezuela. 

Deputy Justice Minister Edwin 
Rojas said investigators were 
making progress in gathering 
evidence and had physical 
descriptions of the kidnap¬ 
pers based on the accounts 
of witnesses. 

“We have faith in the quick 
resolution of this case,” Rojas 
told state television. He said 
President Hugo Chavez's 
government “is working 24 
hours a day to solve this 
case.” 

Armed men seized Ramos at 
gunpoint outside his home 
in a working-class neighbor¬ 
hood in the city of Valen¬ 
cia. Authorities said Thurs¬ 
day that they had found a 
stolen SUV used by the kid¬ 
nappers abandoned in a 
nearby town. Police spread 
out searching for clues in the 
area. 

Venezuelan security expert 
Luis Cedeno said Ramos’ ab¬ 
ductors probably belong to 
one of the country’s highly 
organized criminal groups 


that focus on high-profile 
kidnappings, and are 
likely to demand a large 
ransom. 

“It’s a very sophisticated, 
well-planned kidnap¬ 
ping,” said Cedeno, who 
leads the Venezuelan 
organization Poz Activa, 
which monitors crime is¬ 
sues. He said judging from 
previous coses, the ordeal 
might lost months. In one 
case last year, banker 
German Garcia Velutini 
was freed after more than 
11 months in captivity, fol¬ 
lowing negotiations and 
what police said was pay¬ 
ment of an unspecified 


sum. 

In such high-profile kidnap¬ 
pings, Gedeno said, the 
abductors are generally 
“men who carry out one 
or two kidnappings a year 
and they plan it very, very 
well.” 

“The motivation is totally 
economic, so it wouldn’t 
moke much sense for them 
to kill the player,” Cedeno 
said, though he noted that 
in some cases it has hap¬ 
pened. 

Neighbors held a candle¬ 
light vigil Thursday night 
outside Ramos’ home and 
prayed for him, as did fans 
at a baseball game in Va¬ 


lencia. 

At games in three Vene¬ 
zuelan stadiums Thursday 
night, players and fans 
observed a minute of si¬ 
lence. Some held signs 
reading: “Free Wilson Ra¬ 
mos!” 

Teams added green to 
their uniforms, some sport¬ 
ing a green ribbon on one 
shoulder, others a green 
“W” for Wilson embroi¬ 
dered on their jerseys. 
Katherine Vilera, a spokes¬ 
woman for Ramos’ Ven¬ 
ezuelan team the Aragua 
Tigres, posted a message 
Friday morning on Twitter 
saying: “The kidnappers 


haven’t made contact. All 
that’s left is to be patient, 
pray and have faith.” 

In Washington, some fans 
held a vigil Friday evening 
outside Nationals Pork, the 
stadium where Ramos’ ma¬ 
jor league team plays. 
Someone posted red signs 
reading “Free No. 3” — o 
reference to Ramos’ uniform 
number. The gathering was 
organized by fans via social 
media sites such as Twitter. 

A total of 87 Venezuelan 
played in Major League 
Baseball during at least part 
of the last season, and some 
return in the offseason to 
play with Venezuelan teams. 
Security has increasingly be¬ 
come a concern for Venezu¬ 
elan players and their fami¬ 
lies as a rising wave of kid¬ 
nappings has hit the wealthy 
as well as the middle class. 
Bodyguards typically shad¬ 
ow major leaguers when 
they return to their homeland 
to ploy in the winter league, 
though it was unclear what 
precautions if any Ramos 
was taking while at his fam¬ 
ily’s home. 

Major League Baseball offi¬ 
cials said it’s the first kidnap¬ 
ping of a major leaguer they 
can recall. 

Ramos’ agent Gustavo Mar¬ 
cano said the catcher, who 
had returned to Venezuela 
after his rookie season, was 
just outside the front door 
of house with his father and 
two brothers when the SUV 
approached with four men 
inside, three of whom got 
out and seized the player.Q 
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US group: Sudan building up air bases near S.Sudan 


JASON STRAZIUSO 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — A 

U.S. satellite monitoring 
group said that Sudan’s mil¬ 
itary is upgrading air bases 
near the border with South 
Sudan and building up air 
resources in what could be 
a precursor to a widened 
aerial bombing campaign. 
The report came Friday, 
one day after officials ac¬ 
cused Sudan of bombing 
a refugee camp in South 
Sudan, which became the 
world's newest country only 
four months ago. The gov¬ 
ernment of Khartoum de¬ 
nied that there was even 
a camp housing northern 
Sudanese refugees who 
fled south for refuge, add¬ 
ing that its air force had not 
bombed any area of South 
Sudan. 

Four bombs fell in and 
around a camp called Yida 
in Unity State. No casual¬ 


ties were reported, though 
one bomb landed on the 
grounds of a school while 
300 students were in class. 
That bomb did not deto¬ 
nate. 

The U.N. refugee agency 
on Friday condemned the 
bombing of the camp, and 
the U.S. called the attack 
abhorrent and outrageous. 
The U.S. demanded that 
Sudan halt aerial bombard¬ 
ments immediately. Anoth¬ 
er bombing in a separate 
area of South Sudan earlier 
this week killed seven peo¬ 
ple, according to South Su¬ 
dan President Salva Kiir. 

The U.N. human rights chief, 
meanwhile, called for an 
investigation into Thurs¬ 
day’s bombings. Navi Pillay 
said if it is established that 
an international crime or 
serious human rights viola¬ 
tion occurred, then those 
responsible should face 
consequences. 



Susan Rice, US Ambassador to UNited Nations speaks to re¬ 
porters at UN Headquarters after the Security Councii met to 
discuss the situation in Sudan Friday, Nov. 11, 2011 (AP Pho¬ 
to/David Karp) Susan Rice, US Ambassador to UNited Nations 
speaks to reporters at UN Headquarters after the Security 
Councii met to discuss the situation in Sudan Friday, Nov. 11, 
2011. 

(AP Photo/David Karp) 


“This latest attack risks ag¬ 
gravating what is already 
an extremely tense and 
dangerous situation,” she 
said. Kiir said Thursday he 
fears the Khartoum-based 
Sudanese government in¬ 
tends to invade the south 
soon. Sudan’s U.N. ambas¬ 
sador denied reports his 
country bombed areas 
of South Sudan, and the 
American ambassador 

says he’s a liar. 

Sudanese Ambassador 
Daffa-Alla Elhag Ali Osman 
told journalists after a Se¬ 
curity Council meeting on 
the matter Friday that the 
reports were “fabrications” 
and “there was no aerial 
bombardment.” 

The United States’ U.N. Am¬ 
bassador Susan Rice told 
journalists that the reports of 
bombing by Sudan along 
its border with South Sudan 
have been confirmed by 
U.N. officials. □ 


Cuba to talk of release, swap for US man 


ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — The presi¬ 
dent of Cuba’s parliament 
said Friday no one should 
expect the island to unilat¬ 
erally free an imprisoned 
American aid contrac¬ 
tor and threw cold wa¬ 
ter on hopes he could be 
swapped for five Cuban 
agents held for more than 
a decade in the U.S. 
Ricardo Alarcon’s com¬ 
ments, similar to ones he 
has expressed in the past, 
maintained Flavana’s firm 
line in a case that has been 
a thorn in already prickly 
relations between the Cold 
War rivals. Fie spoke in re¬ 
sponse to comments by 
a U.S. rabbi who recently 


visited prisoner Alan Gross 
at a Cuban military hospi¬ 
tal and said the Maryland 
man hoped for such an 
exchange. “They are differ¬ 
ent situations,” Alarcon told 
journalists at a convention 
on fighting corruption. 

“I read the statement from 
Rabbi (David) Shneyer ... I 
think it is a very measured, 
respectful statement ex¬ 
pressing a legitimate hu¬ 
manitarian concern that I 
understand.” But, he said, 
“I don’t think people should 
expect unilateral gestures.” 
Gross, 62, has been behind 
bars for nearly two years 
since his arrest in early De¬ 
cember 2009, accused of 
illegally bringing commu¬ 
nications equipment into 


Cuba while on a USAID- 
funded democracy-build¬ 
ing program. Cuba’s Com¬ 
munist government consid¬ 
ers such programs tanta¬ 
mount to efforts at regime 
change. 

In March, Gross was sen¬ 
tenced to 15 years in prison 
for crimes against the state. 
Fie maintains he was trying 
to help members of Cuba’s 
tiny Jewish community get 
online. 

Flis imprisonment has put a 
damper on any likelihood 
of improved ties between 
Cuba and the United 
States, which do not have 
formal diplomatic relations 
and are divided by five de¬ 
cades of mutual suspicion 
and distrust. □ 
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Turkish quake death toll rises to 25 



Turkish rescue workers search for survivors in the rubbie of a coiiopsed hotei in Von, Turkey, Friday, 
Nov. 11, 2011. At ieost 17 peopie, inciuding a Japanese aid worker, were kiiied and dozens of 
others trapped. The magnitude-5.7 quake was a grim repiay of the previous magnitude-7.2 earth¬ 
quake that hit Oct. 23, kiiiing more than 600 peopie. 


BERTAN AYDUK 
MEHMET GUZEL 
Associated Press 
VAN, Turkey (AP) — Rescu¬ 
ers on Friday recovered the 
dead body of one of the 
two journalists missing un¬ 
derneath the rubble of an 
earthquake-shattered ho¬ 
tel os the death toll in the 
second earthquake to hit 
eastern Turkey in about two 
weeks rose to at least 25. 

A colleague identified a 


body found in the rubble of 
the collapsed hotel in the 
eastern city of Von os that 
of Cem Emir, a reporter for 
the Dogon news agency, 
who hod rushed to the re¬ 
gion in the aftermath of a 
more powerful earthquake, 
the state-run Anatolia news 
agency reported. 

A second reporter for the 
agency, Sebohottin Yilmaz, 
was still missing beneath 
the debris of the Boyrom 


(AP Photo/Bertan Ayduk) 

Hotel, one of the two ho¬ 
tels that fell opart when the 
5.7-magnitude quake hit 
Von late Wednesday. 

“In our profession we al¬ 
ways come across disas¬ 
ters,” Dogon agency's gen¬ 
eral manager, Ugur Cebe- 
ci, told The Associated Press 
earlier as he watched res¬ 
cuers in red overalls search 
through the debris of the 
once five-story hotel. “But 
we ore grappling with help¬ 


lessness here.” 

Emir, 26, worked at Dogon's 
office in Diyorbokir, the 
main city in Turkey's Kurd¬ 
ish-dominated southeast, 
and hod won journalism 
prizes, the agency said. 
Relief workers — who hod 
arrived in the city to help 
survivors of the earlier, more 
powerful earthquake that 
hit the region on Oct. 23 — 
also became victims when 
the hotel, weakened by the 
earlier temblor, collapsed 
Wednesday. The fatalities 
include a Japanese relief 
worker who had come to 
distribute aid to quake sur¬ 
vivors and eight employees 
of a company who were in 
Von to assemble tempo¬ 
rary housing units for survi¬ 
vors. Rescuers pulled out 13 
bodies from the wreckage 
of the Boyrom Hotel os well 
os the low-budget Aslan 
Hotel on Friday, raising the 
death toll to 25, according 
to state-run TRT television. 
Authorities called off res¬ 
cue operations at the Aslan 
by the late afternoon, but 
rescuers continued their 
search for possible survivors 
at the Boyrom, their work 
mode more difficult by 
heavy snow that began to 
fall in the evening. 

It was not known Friday how 
many people remained 
buried in the rubble of the 
Boyrom Hotel.Q 
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No asylum 
for Arroyo 



The Dominican Repubiic's for¬ 
eign minister has denied re¬ 
ports from Philippine officials 
that former President Gloria 
AAocopagal Arroyo (above) 
has requested asylum in the 
Caribbean nation. 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 

The Dominican Republic's 
foreign minister has denied 
reports from Philippine offi¬ 
cials that former President 
Gloria Macopogal Arroyo 
has requested asylum in 
the Caribbean nation. 
Carlos Morales Troncoso 
told The Associated Press in 
the Dominican Republic on 
Friday that they hove not 
received on application for 
asylum from Arroyo. 

Arroyo is facing corruption 
complaints and has been 
barred from seeking medi¬ 
cal treatment abroad. 
Philippine Justice Secre¬ 
tary Leila de Lima said this 
week that she was check¬ 
ing reports that Arroyo had 
asked for political asylum 
in the Dominican Republic, 
where she visited early this 
year. 

President Benigno Aquino 
III has refused to lift Ar¬ 
royo's travel bon, saying 
she might never return to 
face the charges, which 
she denies. □ 
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Caribbean News Briefs 


Suspected Kurdish rebels hijack ferry in Turkey 


Haiti to restore army despite resistance 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — President Michel Martelly is go¬ 
ing forward with a plan to restore his country’s disband¬ 
ed army even though diplomats have told him that their 
countries would not fund the project, a senior government 
official told The Associated Press. Martelly recently met 
with diplomats, including representatives of the U.S., Euro¬ 
pean Union and Brazil, who suggested shoring up the na¬ 
tional police rather than devoting resources into an army, 
given its long history of human rights abuses. Martelly was 
not persuaded, the official told The Associated Press. 

The president was somewhat dismissive when told by the 
diplomats that the international community would not 
pay for the new army. ‘He said ‘Who asked you to pay 
for my army?,” according to the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to 
discuss the meeting in public. 

The president plans to issue a decree on Nov. 18 that will 
reinstate the army under the command of a former colo¬ 
nel and will ask hundreds of former soldiers to reapply, the 
official said. 

The force will initially total about 500 troops intended to 
guard the borders, help fight drug trafficking, protect the 
country's few remaining forests from illegal timber harvest¬ 
ing and help in natural disasters, the official said. It will take 
shape in June. □ 

Bus plunges off cliff into ocean, killing 16 

CASTRIES, St. Lucia (AP) — A minibus carrying mourners 
from a funeral plunged off a cliff into the ocean in the 
eastern Caribbean island of St. Lucia, killing 1 6 people, au¬ 
thorities said Friday. 

The dead include an infant, a pregnant woman and the 
bus driver, 47-year-old Michael Alexander, who apparent¬ 
ly missed a turn in the road and plunged 50 feet (15 me¬ 
ters) down a cliff, said Chief Fire Officer Lambert Charles. 
A young girl who was found alive in the debris died en 
route to a hospital, he said. Crews are still looking for a 
17th person they say is missing. 

Police said they are investigating what caused the Thurs¬ 
day night accident in the southwest village of ChoiseuI 
that shocked this island of approximately 160,000 people. 
Foreign Minister Rufus Bousquet, who represents ChoiseuI 
in Parliament, described the accident as “a human trag¬ 
edy of unprecedented proportions.” 

All the dead were from Fond-Lor, within the community of 
Dugard in the village of Micoud on the island's east coast, 
said Police Corporal Trevor Constantine.Q 


SELCAN HACAOGLU 
SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — A 

ferry with 18 passengers 
was hijacked off a north¬ 
western Turkish port on 
Friday and several coast 
guard boats and helicop¬ 
ters followed the vessel as 
it approached Istanbul, of¬ 
ficials said. 

The boat was anchored 
about a mile (1.6 kilome¬ 
ters) off the coast of the 
town of Silivri, on Istanbul’s 
outskirts, state-run TRT tele¬ 
vision reported. Ambulanc¬ 
es were on standby at Sili- 
vri's port along with speed 
boats, NTV television said. 
Transport Minister Binali 
Yildirim initially said “four or 
five” hijackers claiming to 
act on behalf of rebel Kurd¬ 
istan Workers' Party, known 
by its Kurdish acronym PKK, 
seized the ship after it set 
sail from the northwestern 
port of Izmit. 

But Ercan Topaca, gover¬ 
nor for Izmit province, later 
said the number of hijack¬ 
ers was not known and that 
a hijacker, claiming to pos¬ 
sess a bomb, may be act¬ 
ing alone. 

The Kurdish rebels are fight¬ 
ing for aufonomy in Tur¬ 
key’s mainly Kurdish soufh- 
easf and have sfepped up 
affacks on Turkish forces 
in that region in recent 
months, killing dozens of 
Turkish soldiers and civilians. 
The Turkish military respond¬ 
ed by staging an air and 
ground offensive against 
rebel hideouts in neighbor- 
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ing Iraq. 

Turkish police have also de¬ 
tained hundreds of Kurdish 
acfivisfs on suspicion of ties 
to the rebels. 

The pro-Kurdish Firat news 
agency, without citing 
sources, said the ferry was 
allegedly heading foward 
the heavily guarded prison 
island of Imrali, where fhe 
Kurdish rebel chief Abdul- 


a 5-mile (8-kilometer) no- 
go area around the island 
which is sealed with an 
electrical fence, if said. 

The rebels and Kurdish poli¬ 
ticians have been calling 
for Ocalan's release as a 
condifion for peace. 

Yildirim told the Anatolia 
news agency that the in¬ 
tentions of fhose involved 
were nof known. 



Hijacked passenger boat Kartepe in the Sea of Marmara, 
between Izmit and Istanbul, Turkey. A group of Kurdish militants 
on Friday, Nov 11,2011 hijacked the ferry with 19 passengers near 
Istanbul, the country’s transport minister said. The minister, Binali 
Yildirim, said “four or five” hijackers claiming to be members of 
the armed wing of the Kurdish rebel group Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party, or PKK, have commandeered the ship after it set soil from 
northwestern port city of Izmit. 

(AP Photo/File) 


lah Ocalan is serving a life 
sentence in prison. 

The Hurriyet newspaper’s 
online edition said secu¬ 
rity at Imrali was increased. 
Gunboats were patrolling 


“The ship’s fuel is about to 
run out. There was a request 
for fuel and faod. They alsa 
asked for equipmenf fo fix 
a problem in fhe engine 
room,” Yildirim said.Q 


JEEP TOUR ADVENTUREl 
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HUNGRY FOR 
THRILLING FUN 
& ADVENTURE? 


FEEL THE ADRENALINE RUSH 
WITH A 6-HOUR OFF-ROAD ADVENTURE TO 
THE NATURAL POOL AHD BEYOND. 

WE GIVE YOU MUCH MORE FOR 
MUCH LESS OR YOUR MONEY BACKl 

INCLUDED: SNACKS, REFRESHMENTS 8, AN 
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT DINNER BUFFET AT 
PALM BEACH CVALUE: $ BSJ 
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Sa..avNove..eM2 JIWORLD NEWS _ 

A cornucopia of help for renewable energy 


ERIC UPTON 
CLIFFORD KRAUSS 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Halfway 
between Los Angeles and 


San Francisco, on a former 
cattle ranch and gypsum 
mine, NRG Energy is build¬ 
ing an engineering marvel: 


a campaund of nearly a 
million solar panels that will 
praduce enaugh electric¬ 
ity to power about 100,000 
homes. 


The project is also a mar¬ 
vel in another, less obvious 
way: Taxpayers and rate¬ 
payers are praviding subsi¬ 


dies worth almost as much 
as the entire $1.6 billian cast 
at the project. Similar sub¬ 
sidy packages have been 
given to 15 other solar- and 


wind-power electric plants 
since 2009. 

The gcvernment sup- 
part - which includes loan 
guarantees, cash grants 
and cantracts that require 
electric customers to pay 
higher rates - largely elimi¬ 
nated the risk to the pri¬ 
vate investors and almost 
guaranteed them large 
profits for years to come. 
The beneficiaries include 
financial firms like Goldman 
Sachs and Morgan Stanley, 
canglamerates like General 
Electric, utilities like Exelcn 
and NRG - even Gaogle. 

A great deal at attentian 
has been focused on Solyn- 
dra, a start-up that received 
$528 million in federal loans 
to develop cutting-edge 
solar technology before it 
went bankrupt, but nearly 
90 percent of the $16 billion 
in clean-energy loans guar¬ 
anteed by the federal gov¬ 
ernment since 2009 went 
to subsidize these lower- 
risk power plants, which in 
many cases were backed 
by big companies with vast 
resources. 

When the Obama admin¬ 
istration and Congress ex¬ 
panded the clean-energy 
incentives in 2009, a gold- 
rush mentality taok aver. 


As NRG's chief executive, 
David W. Crane, put it ta 
Wall Street analysts early 
this year, the government’s 
largess was a once-in-a- 
generation opportunity, 
and “we intend to do as 
much of this business as 
we can get our hands on.” 
NRG, along with partners, 
ultimately secured $5.2 bil¬ 
lion in federal loan guaran¬ 
tees plus hundreds af mil¬ 
lions in other subsidies for 
four large solar prajects. 

“I have never seen any¬ 
thing that I have had to do 
in my 20 years in the power 
industry that involved less 
risk than these projects,” 
he said in a recent inter¬ 
view. “It is just filling the 
desert with panels.” 

From 2007 to 2010, federal 
subsidies jumped ta $14.7 
billion from $5.1 billion, ac¬ 
cording to a recent study. 
Most of the surge came 


from the economic stimu¬ 
lus bill, which was passed 
in 2009 and financed an 
Energy Department loan 
guarantee program and a 
separate Treasury Depart¬ 
ment grant pragram that 
were promated as impor¬ 
tant in creating green jabs. 
States like California sweet¬ 
ened the pat by offering 
their own tax breaks and 
by approving long-term 
power-purchase contracts 
that, while promoting clean 
energy, will also require 
ratepayers to pay billions of 
dollars more for electricity 
for as long as two decades. 
The federal laan guarantee 


program expired Sept. 30. 
The Treasury grant program 
is scheduled tc expire at 
the end of December, al¬ 
though the energy industry 
is lobbying Congress to ex¬ 
tend it. But other subsidies 
will remain. 

The windfall for the industry 
over the last three years rais¬ 
es questians at whether the 
Obama administration and 
state governments went 
too far in their support of 
solar and wind pawer proj¬ 
ects, some of which would 
have been built anyway, 
according to the compa¬ 
nies involved. 

Obama administration offi¬ 
cials argue that the incen¬ 
tives, which began on a 
large scale late in the Bush 
administratian but were 
expanded by the stimulus 
legislation, make economic 
and enviranmental sense. 
Beyond the short-term in¬ 


crease in construction hir¬ 
ing, they say, the cleaner 
air and lower carbon emis¬ 
sions will benefit the country 
for decades. 

“Subsidies and government 
support have been part of 
many key industries in U.S. 
history - railroads, ail, gas 
and coal, aviation,” said 
Damien LaVera, an Energy 
Department spakesman. 

A CASE STUDY 

NRG's California Valley So¬ 
lar Ranch project is a case 
study in the banquet of 
government subsidies avail¬ 
able ta the awners of a re¬ 
newable-energy plant.Q 
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Jacquelyn Brownstein, a biologist checks the land near Installations at the California Valley Solar 
Ranch in the California Valley near Santa Margarita, Calif., Nov. 11, 2011. Renewable energy 
has received exceptional help from the government, most of it as part of the stimulus bill and 
although that is ending, some say it has been unnecessary. 

(Jim Wilson/The New York Times) 
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A set of panels at the California Valley Solar Ranch In the 
California Valley near Santa Margarita, Calif., Nov. 11, 2011. 
Renewable energy has received exceptional help from the 
government, most of It as part of the stimulus bill and although 
that Is ending, some say It has been unnecessary. 


(Jim Wilson/The New York Times) 
























Informative Pension Seminar Siated for November 18th 


Oranjestad - The Pension 
Fund Tourism Sector Aruba is 
offering on informative Pen¬ 
sion Seminar an Navember 
I8fh, 2011, at the Haliday 
Inn Sunspree, Las Palmas 
Room, beginning at 3pm, 
follovv'ed by a networking 
opportunity at 5pm, reports 
Sanaa Baroud, the fund's 
Managing Director. 

The Pension Fund Tourism 
Sector Aruba arranged far 
a number of speakers, she 
explains, including his Ex¬ 
cellency the Prime Minister 
of Aruba, Mr. Mike Eman, as 


well as Past President at the 
FTA, Anselma Pantilius, taur- 
ism pioneer Flarold Malm- 
berg, 

Pensian specialist Laurens 
FI.M. Keesen and Jossy 
Lade, the President of the 
PFTSA Board. 

The Mandatory Pension law 
which will be coming into 
effect on January 1st, will 
enfarce savings far aid age 
with the participatian at 
the emplayee and the em- 
player, building a nest-egg 
at retirement savings ta- 
gether. PFTSA, a non-prafit 


entity, 

is affering this interesting 
learning apportunity ta the 
general public in crder tc 
clarify and explain the PFT¬ 
SA Pension Plan. 

You are encouraged to call 
Isidra Briezen for an invita¬ 
tion, Tel.: 5824499 
At present PFTSA counts 
more than 3,000 members 
from more than 40 presti- 
giaus lacal arganizations, 
wha save far their retire¬ 
ment via PFTSA’s straight 
farward and sensible Pen¬ 
sian Plan. a 



Aruba Say's “Masha Danki” 



PALM BEACH - Recently a 
group of Loyal visitors of 
Aruba were honored as 
Goodwill Ambassador. The 
symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name at 
the Minister at Tourism as a 
taken at appreciatian ta Mr. 
Jahn Michael Walsh and 
Mrs. Calleen A. Walsh from 
Pennsylvania USA, and Mr. 
Peter J. Tambellini and Mrs. 
Doris Tambellini from Pitts¬ 
burg Pennsylvania USA. The 
certificate was presented 
by Ms. Darline S. de Cuba 
representing Aruba Tourism 
Authority together with the 
Westin General Manager 
Mr. Richard Ray, and Mrs. 
Sonia Brysan Executive Offi¬ 
cer Secretary at Westin Fla- 
tel and Mr. Frank Bermudez 
Bell Captain department. 


Top reason for return¬ 
ing provided by the hon- 
orees were the Fantas¬ 
tic Sunset, Beautiful Blue 
Ocean, friendly Aruban 
Haspitality.Q 
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The Gerbers celebrate 52nd anniversary on Aruba 



SAVANETA - Harry and 
Lois Gerber from Indiana 
are celebrating their 52nd 
wedding anniversary! 
They are on Aruba for the 
first time and are staying 
at Club Arias Bed and 
Breakfast. 

They really like this place 
as it is very clean and 
cozy. 

The staff is great! The cou¬ 
ple spends 6 or 7 months 


in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
where they own a few 
condos. 

Harry and Lois have 5 chil¬ 
dren, 18 grandchildren 
andSgreatgrandchildren. 
One of their sons, Kent 
Gerber is here with them 
and its his 25th trip to Aru¬ 
ba. Kent runs the “Aruba- 
bobsnorkeling" at Club 
Arias so he spends a lot 
of time in Aruba and he 


wanted to show Aruba off 
to his parents. 

They ate at Barefoot and 
Madame Janette's and 
loved it. 

Harry and Kent also took a 
full Island helecopter tour 
to see the full Island in 30 
minutes. 

The couple will now have 
some nice memories 
about Aruba, The ONE 
HAPPY ISLANDilQ 



Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Hnmemade Arnban Cigar 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 
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ARUHIBA 
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specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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Exclusive dinner at Screaming Eagle 

Arion Wine Company with Joei Martinez of Marques de Caceres 



EAGLE BEACH - An upcom¬ 
ing dinner at Screaming 
Eagle is causing tongues to 
waggle in anticipation and 
palates to quiver with joy, 
as the combination of out¬ 
standing cuisine and pre¬ 
mium Spanish Rioja wines is 
going to be wonderful. 
Present at the dinner will 
be marketing representa¬ 
tive of the House of Mar¬ 
ques de Caceres, Joel 
Martinez; he is coming to 
Aruba for the first time and 
the dinner is in his honor. 
Considered one of the 
top ambassadors of Span¬ 
ish wines in the world, 'his' 
40-year old bodega in the 
heart of Rioja Alta can 
boast of unique quality 
wines. 

The Rioja wine dinner will 
be held on Wednesday, 
November 16; reservations 
can be made at Scream¬ 
ing Eagle Restaurant.Dur- 
ing its history of exile in 
France during World War 


II, the Forner family ac¬ 
quired professional ex¬ 
perience in various wine 
regions, especially in Bor¬ 
deaux. 

Once back in Spain in the 
1960's, family friend Mar¬ 
ques de Caceres lent his 
title to the impressive wines 
that were produced by the 
Forner family - they truly re¬ 
flect Spanish nobility.One 
can taste this nobility in the 
Blanco Joven, the Rosado, 
the Gaudium, the Paco 
Rabanne and the Satinela 
Rioja wines, which accom¬ 
pany the dinner. 

The menu consists of two 
amuses; the pan-fried 
shrimps wrapped in Serrano 
Ham on sun-dried tomato 
risotto and the Spanish om¬ 
elet with poached egg, fish 
roe and truffle mayonnaise. 
The Blanco Joven is, as the 
name suggests, a young, 
fresh, aromatic, fruity wine. 
On towards the appetizer 
of pan-fried scallops with a 


salad of rucola, membrillo 
of apple, chorizo chips and 
cherry balsamic vinegar, to 
which a Rosado, a lovely 
rose is paired. The main 
course gets the royal treat¬ 
ment; the Gaudium and 
the Paco Rabanne. The 
Gaudium is a fine wine of 
the remarkable 2004 vin¬ 
tage. 

It is a wine with limited avail¬ 
ability which showcases the 
new generation of wines in¬ 
augurating the new millen¬ 
nium. 


The Paco Rabanne is a lim¬ 
ited series-wine with a fra¬ 
grant bouquet, delicious 
fullness and finesse in the 
mouth. The wine is named 
after the international leg¬ 
end in design and it is an 
ode to his personality and 
bold creativity, celebrating 
the 40th anniversary of the 
House of Marques de Cd- 
ceres. 

Both wines are poured dur¬ 
ing the main course, which 
is Three Times Beef; grilled, 
confit and stewed, served 


with croquettes of cabrales 
picos cheese, braised on¬ 
ions and an olive and red 
wine sauce.By that time 
Chef Erwin Husken will al¬ 
most be done; he still has 
dessert to go. 

This is a delicious Lemon 
pie with yoghurt ice cream. 
A semi-sweet Satinela is 
poured to complement this 
final course. 

Reservations for the Rioja 
dinner at Screaming Eagle 
Restaurant can already be 
made.Q 
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• TOMORROW • 

Don’t miss Monday Madness! 

FREE entry slot tournament starting at 7pm. 


Join us today for Alhambra’s Heatwave of Cash! 
From 6pm to 10pm, we’re giving away $20 CASH 
to lucky Advantage players every 20 minutes. 

Cleo’s 2-FOR-l Sunday - 

Enjoy buy 1 get 1 free specials at Cleo’s! 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS BOOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 
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Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • j.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • S83.S000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Italian Travel Agents visit Aruba 
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PALM BEACH - Aruba re¬ 
ceived a visit from a group 
of frovel agenfs from Ifoly, 
fhe group is here fo famil¬ 
iarize fhemselves wifh our 
Luxury Hofels and also to 
get fo know our beauti¬ 
ful island's offrocfions. 
They represent several 
travel agencies from Italy 
like Alidoys, Glamour, Press- 
four Alpifour Spa - Viog- 
gideo and Eden Vioggi 
and they all come from 
different areas of Italy like 
Milano, Vioreggio and 
Pesaro. 

The group is accompa¬ 
nied by Mr. Ernest Giel 


from fhe Aruba Tourism 
Authority and transported 
by the Palm Tours. In fhe 
next days ahead they will 


be visiting more of our ho¬ 
fels and affrocfions and of 
course swimming at our 
beautiful beaches. □ 


Mrs. Polly Specht wins $1.040,44 
at the Aura Casino! 


PALM BEACH - Mrs.Polly Specht 
discovered her lucky streak at 
the Aura Casino at the Occi¬ 
dental Grand while playing on 
the brand new slot machines! 
She won a total amount of 
$1,040,44,- in the newly renovated 
Aura Casino “where players win”. 
Mrs.Polly is enjoying a wonderfull va¬ 
cation with friends and family, and 
has been playing in Aura Casino since 
the first night she came to Aruba. 
The management and staff of the 
Aura Casino want to wish Mrs.Specht 
congratulations on her great win 
on the slotmachine “50 Dolphins” 
The center of Aruba has definitely 
shifted here at the Aura Casino, 
which happens to be smack- 
dab in the middle of all 
the action on Palm Beach. 
Come and try your luck, maybe you 
can be one of Aura Casino’s next 
lucky winnerslQ 























































Giants run D looking to stop 49ers Frank Gore 

New York Giants quarterback Eli Manning celebrates his touchdown pass to tight end Jake Ballard in the last nninute of an NFL 
football game in Foxborough, Mass., Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011. The Giants defeated the New England Patriots 24-20. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 





U.S. golfer Tiger Woods ploys a 
shot on the 17th fairway during 
the second round of the Aus¬ 
tralian Open golf tournament 
in Sydney, Australia, Friday, 
Nov. 11, 2011. Woods started 
the second round at 4 under 
the card. 

Associated Press 

Woods tops 
leaderboard 
in Australia 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

SYDNEY (AP) — Tiger Woods 
walked off fhe golf course 
to see his name atop fhe 
leaderboard Friday in fhe 
Australian Open. Even 
more pleasing to him was 
the way he got there. 

With central of his shots and 
comfortable over the put¬ 
ter, Woods put together his 
best back-to-back rounds 
of the year with a 5-under 
67 that gave him a one- 
shot lead going into the 
weekend at The Lakes. 

It's the first time he has led 
a taurnament since the 
third rcund of the Chevron 
World Challenge last year, 
and the first time against 
a full field since his last win 
two years ago in the Aus¬ 
tralian Masters. 

Continued on Page 21 
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Pacquiao, Marquez ready 
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and Manny Pacquiao, of the Philippines, right, acknowle ageS tn S 
fans during an official weigh-in ceremony, Friday, Nov. iffegi mWrmlBS 
Vegas. Pacquiao is scheduled to defend his WBO wel te^.il qlitlti^ 
against Juan Manuel Marquez on Saturday. W 
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Federer gets win No. 800 to reach Paris semifinals 



Switzerland's Roger Federer reacts atter winning his match 
against Argentina’s Juan Monaco, during their match, in the 
Paris Tennis Masters tournament, in Paris, Friday, Nov. 11, 2011. 

Associated Press 


TRUNG LATIEULE 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Roger Federer 
earned his 800th victory by 
beating Juan Monaco of 
Argentina 6-3, 7-5 Friday to 
reach the semifinals of the 
Paris Masters, while top- 
ranked Novak Djokovic 
pulled out with a shoulder 
injury. 

Federer will next play Tomas 
Berdych of the Czech 
Republic, who edged Andy 
Murray of Britain 4-6, 7-6 (5), 
6-4 in a match that lasted 
more than three hours. 
Djokovic pulled out ahead 
of his quarterfinal against 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga of 
France, saying a nagging 
shoulder injury got worse 
after his third-round 
comeback win against 
fellow Serb Viktor Troicki on 
Thursday. 

Tsonga will next face 
American John Isner who 
defeated David Ferrer of 


Spain 6-3, 3-6, 6-3. 

Federer hit seven aces and 
25 winners compared to 
only eight for Monaco. 

“I knew going in today that 
this could be something 
special, something I could 
remember,” the third- 


seeded Swiss said. “So it’s 
just another win, but it’s a 
special one nevertheless, 
because 800 is definitely a 
big number.” 

Federer won five straight 
games to rally from a 3-1 
deficit and took the first set 


when Monaco netted a 
backhand. 

The 16-time Grand Slam 
champion broke for a 6-5 
lead in the final set when 
Monaco made a forehand 
error, winning the match 
with an ace. 

Earlier, Berdych saved 
15 break points to end 
Murray's 17-match winning 
streak. 

“It was really one of the 
best of three-set matches 
I played,” Berdych said. “It 
was so close ... it could go 
the other way. We could 
be finished after two sets 
maybe.” 

Murray broke Berdych in 
the seventh game and 
took the first set with a 
crosscourt forehand winner. 
The second-seeded Briton 
rallied from a 5-2 deficit 
in the second to force a 
tiebreaker but Berdych hit 
a forehand winner to level 
at one set apiece. 


In the final set, Berdych 
broke for a 5-4 lead when 
Murray double-faulted and 
held on to clinch victory. 
“You obviously have to do 
a lot of running at times. 
He kind of dictates what 
happens,” Murray said. 

“At the end, I was just 
fighting.” 

In the late match, Isner hit 
34 winners to 26 for Ferrer 
to be the only unseeded 
player in the semifinals. 

Isner took a 4-1 lead in the 
first set, which he clinched 
with an ace. But the 
American sent a forehand 
wide at 3-2 to drop serve in 
the second and the fourth- 
seeded Ferrer leveled the 
match when Isner netted a 
forehand return. 

In the final set, Ferrer sent 
a forehand long to let Isner 
break for a 5-3 lead, and 
the big-serving American 
sealed the win with an 
ace.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successfui fishermen 
of the estabiished seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400 - 1 /2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pm.Q 
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ALHAMBRA CASINO'S CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING 

PACQUIAO 
MARQUEZ III 

Manny 'Pac Man' Pacquiaa Juan Manuel Tinamita' Marquei 

Saturitay. November 12 @ 9:0Qpm 
Live on Cleo’s WIDESCREENS 


$25.00 Combo Meal during tbe HeKt (includes a Bucket of Bear, $oup, 6 Chicken wings and French Fries) 
PLACE yOUR BETS at Alhambra^s Sports Book Kiosk - Pacquiao - I 100, Mosley +650^ _ 
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Pacquiao, Marquez ready for Part III in Vegas 



Manny Pacquiao, left, of the Philippines, and Juan Manuel 
Marquez, of Mexico, pose for photos during an official weigh- 
in ceremony in Los Vegas, Friday, Nov. 11, 2011. Pacquiao is 
scheduled to defend his WBO welterweight title against Marquez 
on Saturday. 

Associated Press 


By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Boxing Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) —Manny 
Pacquiao acts as though 
it’s personal, then claims 
it’s not. Just another night 
in the ring, another notch 
on his belt and another $25 
million or so to take bock to 
the Philippines with him. 

It’s not that easy for Juan 
Manuel Marquez. He re¬ 
mains convinced he won 
both of his previous fwo 
fighfs wifh Pacquiao, and 
he will enfer fhe ring Sofur- 
doy nighf as eager for re- 
dempfion as he is fo claim 
fhe biggesf payday of his 
long boxing career. 

“I hope fhe judges score 
whaf fhey see, nof like fhe 
ofher fwo fighfs when fhey 
were nof imporfiol,” Mar¬ 
quez soys. 

The judges may nof be 
necessary fhis fime around. 
Marquez has bulked up for 
fhe 144-pound fighf so he 
can bring more power info 
fhe ring and Pacquiao— 
who knocked Marquez 
down four fimes in fheir fwo 
fighfs—is o for more pofenf 
puncher fhon fhe losf fime 
fhey mef fhree years ago. 
Add in fhe focf fhese fwo 
fighfers fhrow punches cl- 
mosf nonsfop, and fhere’s 
pofenfiol for an early end¬ 
ing. 

“I’m nof fhinking cbouf fhe 
knockouf,” Pacquiao said. 
“If fhe knockouf comes, 
fhof’s jusf fhe bonus for your 
sacrifices in froining.” 
Pacquiao refurns fo fhe 
ring for fhe firsf fime since 
he beof Shone Mosley in 


May, fighfing o familiar foe 
in a bouf fhof will earn him 
yef cnofher big payday. He 
and Marquez hove already 
gone 24 rounds wifh each 
ofher, rounds so close fhof 
ringside judges had frouble 
figuring ouf which fighfer 
won. 

Buf fhe firsf fighf seven years 
ago was of 125 pounds. The 
second four years lofer was 
of 130 pounds. 

This one will be for o piece 
of fhe welferweighf fifle, 
fhough if will be of a cofch 
weighf of 144 pounds. If’s a 
weighf Pacquiao has prov¬ 
en comforfcble wifh over 
fhe losf few years, buf Mar¬ 
quez hod no success fhe 
only fime he gof posf 140 
pounds in o lopsided loss fo 
Floyd Moyweofher Jr. 

Thof’s fhe big reason Pac¬ 
quiao is a 7-1 fovorife in 
o pay-per-view fighf fhof 
doesn’f figure fo lock for 
ocfion. 

“Af 144 pounds if’s going 
fo be different” Pacquiao 
said. “I’ve improved my 
boxing and my power. Ev- 
eryfhing is going fo be dif- 
ferenf.” 

Pacquiao—^who losf losf in 
2005 of 130 pounds—risks 
o 14-fighf winning sfreck 
ogcinsf Marquez, a Mexi¬ 
can who has held fifles 
in fhree differenf weighf 
classes. Once again he will 
carry fhe weighf of fhe Phil¬ 
ippines info fhe ring, and 
once again he will be fighf¬ 
ing someone ofher fhon 
Moyweofher. 

Thof’s hardly Pocquioo’s 
foulf, fhough, since Moy- 


wecfher doesn’f seem se¬ 
rious cbouf fighfing him. 
So he has fo make do wifh 
ofher confenders, and Mar¬ 
quez has beffer credenficls 
fhon any of Pccquioo’s op- 
ponenfs since he mode o 
name for himself by send¬ 
ing Oscar De Lo Hoyo info 
refiremenf in 2008. 

In fheir firsf fwo fighfs, Mar¬ 
quez used his superb coun- 
ferpunching skills fo keep 
Pacquiao off balance. 
Though he wenf down— 
fhree fimes in fhe firsf round 
of fhe firsf fighf—Marquez 
was more fhon compefi- 
five in fwo fighfs fhof could 
hove gone eifher way. 

Thof fhe firsf fighf was 
scored o draw and fhe 
second o splif decision for 
Pacquiao sfill gnaws of 
Marquez, who wore a T-shirf 


proclaiming he was robbed 
in bofh fighfs when fhe fwo 
boxers were in fhe Philip¬ 
pines promofing fhe bouf. 
Thof fouched o nerve 
in Pacquiao, fhough he 
said fhis week fhof fhere is 
nofhing personal befween 
fhem. 

“He wenf fo fhe Philippines 
wearing o T-shirf saying 
'I beof Manny Pacquiao 
fwice,”’ Pacquiao said. 
“I’m nof angry. Thof’s his 
freedom fo do fhof.” 

Sfill, frainer Freddie Roach 
said fhere was an added 
urgency fo Pacquioo’s 
froining comp for fhis 
fighf. The jokes and clown¬ 
ing around from previous 
comps were gone, wifh 
Pacquiao froining in quief 
deferminofion. Roach soys 
Pacquiao wonfs fo seffle 


fhe issue once and for oil. 

“I fhink if was o slop in fhe 
face fo Manny,” Roach 
said. “They were bofh 
good, close fighfs, buf 
fhere were no robberies 
fhere.” 

Pacquiao said he has 
learned since his losf fighf 
wifh Marquez how fo fighf 
o counferpuncher. He’s 
also improved greofly wifh 
his righf hand, which of 
lighfer weighfs he never 
seemed fo be able fo land 
wifh much power. And he 
says he’s foken fhe lessons 
learned in his firsf fwo fighfs 
wifh Marquez fo hearf. 

“The losf fwo fighfs helped 
me o lot” Pacquiao said. 
“I learned o lot especially 
fighfing o counferpuncher, 
o boxer. I’m more expe¬ 
rienced now and I’m o 
much beffer fighfer, foo.” 
Marquez fumed fo a new 
sfrengfh and condifioning 
coach fo add weighf and 
power for his move up from 
135 pounds, fhough fhof 
hosn’f been wifhouf con- 
froversy. The coach, Angel 
Heredia, was o govern- 
menf informonf during fhe 
BALCO invesfigofion. He 
and Marquez bofh soy he 
has foken nofhing buf legal 
supplemenfs fo prepare for 
fhe fighf. 

Sfill, some in boxing are 
shocked of fhe new phy¬ 
sique of Marquez, while 
ofhers ore shocked fhof 
he fried fo gain so much 
weighf rofherfhon using his 
speed and counferpunch- 
ing obilify fo fighf Pacquiao 
fhis fime around. □ 
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49ers host Giants with playoff positioning on line 



San Francisco 49ers safety Dashon Goldson (38) intercepts 
a pass to Cleveland Browns wide receiver Greg Little in the 
third quarter of on NFL football gome against in Son Francisco, 
Sunday, Oct. 30, 2011. Alt left is 49ers cornerbock Tarell Brown. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — The last 
time the San Francisco 49ers 
reached the NFL playoffs, 
they rallied from 24 points 
down to stun the New York 
Giants in o wild-card game 
neary nine years ago. 

Now, the Niners are about 
to play one of their biggest 
games since — and most 
meaningful at home — 
as the Giants visit the Bay 
Area again. This Sunday, 
when the teams meet at 
Candlestick Park, the NFC 
West-leading Niners could 
take another step toward 
clinching their division and 
a postseason berth. A win 
also would go a long way 
toward securing a first- 
round bye. 

“It's going to show where 
we belong," 49ers tight 
end Delanie Walker said. “I 
think we are an elite team 
in the NFL. Both (teams) 
got chances to be big in 
this league.” The matchup 
features two of the NFC's 
hottest clubs: San Francisco 
are 7-1 and New York 6-2, a 
pair of division leaders look¬ 
ing to lock up a playoff spot 
as soon as possible. 

San Francisco's players 
would like to show every¬ 
body still doubting them 
that this team is for real. The 
49ers hold a five-game divi¬ 
sion lead and have won six 
straight since a 27-24 over¬ 


time defeat to the Cow¬ 
boys in Week 2. 

The Giants are riding high 
after a 24-20 comeback 
win at New England in 
which Eli Manning threw a 
1-yard touchdown pass to 
Jake Ballard with 15 sec¬ 
onds left — reminiscent of 
that Manning-led final drive 
when the Giants won the 
Super Bowl in 2008. 

No letdown this week for 
New York with another 
tough game on the sched¬ 
ule, the Giants promise. 

“I think we're pretty fo¬ 
cused,” linebacker Michael 
Boley said. “It boosts (our 
confidence) up some. At 
the same time, os a team, 
we're more critical of our¬ 
selves than anybody would 
think. We took a lot of time 
to look at the things that we 
did wrong lost week and 
tried to get them corrected 
going into this week.” 
Manning has led five come¬ 
back wins, while Alex Smith 
has rallied Son Francisco 
in three of the 49ers' four 
road victories. Smith should 
expect to face pressure 
against o team that has 
forced at least one turnover 
in 21 straight regular-season 
gomes. Defensive end Ja¬ 
son Pierre-Paul has a sack in 
five consecutive games. 
One of New York's biggest 
challenges will be slowing 


down running bock Frank 
Gore, who has o franchise- 
record five straight 100-yard 
games. Gore's 7,196 career 
yards rushing leaves him 
149 from passing late Hall of 
Famer Joe Perry (7,344) for 
the most in 49ers history. The 
Giants have allowed four 
100-yard rushers this season. 
A month ago, everything 
favored the New England 
Patriots in their divisional 


brawl with the New York 
Jets. New England won, 
handing New York its third 
straight loss. 

Rex Ryan's Jets have turned 
things around since, win¬ 
ning three in a row thanks 
to a bruising defense — ex¬ 
actly what New England 
has struggled against re¬ 
cently, and could have 
trouble with again on Sun¬ 
day at the Meadowlonds. 


The Patriots hove dropped 
successive games to the 
the Pittsburgh Steelers and 
Giants, both of whom got 
very physical with Tom 
Brady's receivers in press 
coverage, then let loose 
the pass pressure up front. 
They hurried him into very 
un-Bradylike poor throws 
and mistakes. 

Still, the Patriots almost nev¬ 
er lose three in o row; the 
last time was in 2002. 

“We know what this game 
represents,” Ryan said. 
“We're not afraid to talk 
about it. It's not one of 
those, ‘well, if we don't, 
there's still a lot of season 
left.' We're approaching 
it like we hove to hove this 
game. We want to win our 
division. We think it goes 
through New England.” 
Elsewhere, with nobody on 
a bye, it's Pittsburgh at Cin¬ 
cinnati, Baltimore at Seat¬ 
tle, New Orleans at Atlanta, 
Detroit at Chicago, Buffalo 
at Dallas, Denver at Kan¬ 
sas City, Houston at Tampa 
Bay, Jacksonville at India¬ 
napolis, Arizona at Philadel¬ 
phia, Tennessee at Caro¬ 
lina, Washington at Miami 
and St. Louis at Cleveland. 
On Monday, Minnesota is 
at Green Bay. 

The round began with 
Oakland at San Diego late 
Thursday.^ 


Palmer leads Raiders to 
24-17 win over Bolts 


BERNIE WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Carson 
Palmer threw two touch¬ 
down passes and Michael 
Bush ran 30 times for a 
season-high 157 yards and 
one touchdown to lead 
the Oakland Raiders to a 
24-17 win over San Diego 
on Thursday, the Chargers' 
fourth straight loss. 

The Raiders (5-4) broke a 
two-game losing streak and 
took o holt-gome lead over 
the Kansas City Chiefs in the 
AFC West. 

Palmer threw touchdown 
passes of 33 and 26 yards to 
Denarius Moore in his sec¬ 
ond start and third appear¬ 
ance since being acquired 
in a trade with Cincinnati. 


He'd been semi-retired and 
living in Del Mar, just north 
of Son Diego, before being 
traded. 

He lives next door to Char¬ 
gers coach Norv Turner. 
Palmer was 14 of 20 for 299 
yards, with one intercep¬ 
tion. 

Bush helped carry the load 
for the Raiders with running 
and also hod three catches 
for 85 yards. 

The Chargers (4-5) looked 
dismal most of the night 
and lost left tackle Marcus 
McNeill, right guard Louis 
Vasquez and linebacker 
Takeo Spikes to injuries. 

The Raiders have won three 
straight against the Char¬ 
gers. 

Before that. Son Diego 


hod won 13 straight in a ri¬ 
valry that dates to the birth 
of the American Football 
Conference. 

With the Chargers threat¬ 
ening to tie it, Philip Rivers 
was intercepted in the end 
zone by Matt Giordano 
with 3:22 left. 

It was Rivers' NFL- and ca¬ 
reer-high 15th interception. 
Rivers was sacked on con¬ 
secutive plays near mid- 
field to end the gome. He 
fumbled on the final ploy, 
giving him on NFL-high 19 
turnovers. 

Rivers was 23 of 47 for 274 
yards. He was sacked six 
times as the Raiders over¬ 
whelmed Brandyn Dom- 
browski, who replaced Mc¬ 
Neill at left tackle.Q 



Oakland Raiders wide receiver Denarius Moore (17) scores o 
second-quarter touchdown post San Diego Chargers safety Eric 
Weddle (32) in an NFL football game Thursday, Nov. 10, 2011, in 
Son Diego. 

Associated Press 
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Toews scores twice, 
Chicago ends skid, 6-3 


The Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) 

— Jonathan Toews had 
two goals and an assist, 
and the Chicago Black- 
hawks' struggling power 
play scored twice in a 6-3 
victory over the stumbling 
Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Thursday night. 

The Blackhawks broke a 
three-game losing streak 
with their highest scoring 
game of the season. 
Andrew Brunette, Steve 
Montador, Patrick Kane 
and Marian Hossa also 
had goals for Chicago, 
which lost 3-0 at St. Louis 

Woods 


Continued fromPage 17 

Woods was tied for the first- 
round lead at The Barclays 
last year. 

“I really played well," 
Woods said. “Even though I 
shot 5 under, it felt it could 
have been 8 or 9 deep.” 

He was at 9-under 135, 
one shot clear of a familiar 
name in these parts — and 
to Woods. 

Peter O’Malley is a mem¬ 
ber at The Lakes and bird- 
ied his last two holes for a 
66. O’Malley is memorable 
to somegolf fans in the 
United States as the No. 64 
seed who beat Woods in 
the opening round of the 
Match Play Championship 
at La Costa in 2002. 

Jason Day, who played 
alongside Woods, man¬ 
aged to limit the damage 
from a few wayward shofs 
and had a 68 to finish fwo 
behind. Bubba Wafson, 
among eight Americans 
to came to the Australian 
Open to get ready for the 
Presidents Cup next week 
at Royal Melbourne, bird- 


Chicago Blackhawks' Jonathan Toews, left, crosses the blue line 
as Columbus Blue Jackets’ Derick Brassard defends during the 
first period of an NHL hockey game on Thursday, Nov. 10, 2011, 
in Coiumbus, Ohio. 


on Tuesday. Montador 
added an assist, and 
Nick Leddy and Brent 
Seabrook both had two 
assists. Corey Crawford 
made 27 saves. 

The Blue Jackets have by 
far the worst record in the 
NHL. They have lost three 
in a row and been out- 
scored 19-6. 

*Bruins 6, Oilers 3 
At Boston, Brad March- 
and scored twice, and Ty¬ 
ler Seguin had a goal and 
an assist as Boston won its 
fourth straight game by 
beating Edmonton. 

Joe Corvo had three as- 


ied his last three holes for 
a 70 and was fhree shots 
behind. 

“He has more shots in the 
bag than me right now,” 
Day said. “He hits some 
shots that made me go, 
‘Wow.’ I feel that I can play 
a lot of differenf shots, but 
some of the shots that guy 
hits, especially around the 
greens, are amazing. He is 
always in control and al¬ 
ways composed.” 

Robert Allenby, who has 
played with Woods many 
times over the years, saw a 
game that was starting to 
look vaguely familiar. 
“Probably in fhe last six 
months, that's the best 
I’ve seen him play,” Al¬ 
lenby said. “I've seen him 
at his absolute best... that 
was a different human be¬ 
ing. He's on his way back, 
that’s for sure. 

“I fhink where he is right 
now is good enough to 
win. I think you'll find if he 
keeps going the way he 
is going, he’ll win over the 
weekend.” 

Woods has hit plenty of 
crisp shofs, buf if fhere was 


sists, and Jordan Caron 
scored his first goal of the 
season for Boston (7-7). 
The Stanley Cup cham¬ 
pion Bruins are at .500 for 
the first time since they 
were 1-1. 

Ryan Smyth scored twice 
for Edmonton, including 
a power-play goal that 
got the Oilers within 4-3 
with 4:42 left, but Milan 
Lucic answered on the 
power play for Boston 
with 2:47 remaining. Lucic 
has scored in tive straight 
games. 

Marchand added an un¬ 
assisted goal 34 seconds 


one that showed an in¬ 
creasing confidence in his 
swing, it came toward the 
end of the round on the 
par-5 eighth. He was in the 
middle of fhe fairway, 280 
yards from fhe hole and 
facing a 15 mph wind. His 
3-wood was pure, a bullef 
wifh the slightest fade to 
skirt a bunker and roll onto 
the green. 

“I hit that good," Woods 
said. “It was a slightly hang¬ 
ing lie and I had to start it 
at the bunker and just ham- 


later, giving Boston 24 
goals during its longest 
winning streak of the sea¬ 
son. 


Associated Press 

mer it. It slid about 3 yards. 
That was the best shot I've 
hit the last couple of days." 
Woods sfill didn'f take ad¬ 
vantage of the all the par 
5s, failing fo make birdie 
on No. 11 and No. 17, and 
having to settle for one 
when he missed a 10-foof 
eagle putt on the 14th. And 
he finally made a bogey 
on the 30th hole of this tour¬ 
nament with a drive into a 
dune, and an approach 
that left him a bad angle to 
the green.Q 


Associated Press 

*Maple Leats 3, Blues 2, 
SO 

At St. Louis, Phil Kessel 
scored the lone shootout 
goal for Toronto, and Ben 
Scrivens stopped all three 
St. Louis shooters in a vic¬ 
tory over St. Louis. 
John-Michael Liles and 
Kessel scored first-period, 
power-play goals, and 
Scrivens made 37 saves 
for Toronto. Tyler Bozak 
added a pair of assists. 
The Blues got goals from 
Jason Arnott and Patrik 
Berglund. Jaroslav Halak 
stopped 20 shots. 

The Maple Leafs took ad¬ 
vantage of undisciplined 
penalties by the Blues in 
the first period, scoring on 
two of three power-play 
chances. 

Kessel netted his NHL- 
leading 12th goal of the 
season. 

In other NHL games it was 
Toronto 3, St. Louis 2, SO; 
Boston 6, Edmonton 3; 
Chicago 6, Columbus 3; 
Florida 5, Winnipeg 2; Col¬ 
orado 4, N.Y. Islanders 3, 
OT; Montreal 3, Phoenix 2, 
OT; Vancouver 3, Los An¬ 
geles 2; and San Jose 3, 
Minnesota !.□ 



U.S. golfer Tiger Woods chips onto the 11th green during the sec¬ 
ond round of the Australian Open golf tournament in Sydney, 
Australia, Friday, Nov. 11, 2011. Woods started the second round 
at 4 under the card. 
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No painkillers please, we’re British 


MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — In Britain, 
the popular U.S. painkiller 
OxyContin is considered 
similar to morphine and 
used sparingly. Vicodin 
isn’t even licensed. And at 
most shops, remedies like 
ibuprofen are sold only in 
16-pill packs. 

To avoid risks including ad¬ 
diction, strong painkillers 
ore often kept at arm's 
length from patients — 
even if that means some 
people will be left suffering. 
Many British doctors say 
the country has a more 
conservative approach to 
doling out painkillers than 
in the U.S., where over¬ 
dose deaths from powerful 
drugs including OxyContin 
and Vicodin, tripled over 
a decade, according to 
a government report there 
earlier this month. 

“We are much more cau¬ 
tious here about oil sorts 
of painkillers,” said Dr. An¬ 
thony Ordmon, founder of 
o pain clinic at London’s 
Royal Free Hospital. He 
said the U.K.’s socialized 
medicine system, where 
nearly everyone gets their 
prescriptions from a single 
physician, makes “doc- 
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In this photo token Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2011, a variety ot painkillers 
are displayed for sale at a pharmacy in London. Many British 
doctors say the country has a more conservative approach to 
doling out painkillers than in the U.S., where overdose deaths 
from powerful drugs including OxyContin and Vicodin, tripled 
over a decade, according to a government report there earlier 
this month. 


Associated Press 


tor shopping” to get drugs 
from different doctors near¬ 
ly impossible. 

Prescriptions for opioid 


drugs must be written on 
a special pink pad — and 
even those from private 
doctors get cross-refer- 


Panel: Test every child 
for cholesterol by age 11 


LINDSEY TANNER 
MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Medical Writers 

CHICAGO (AP) — Every child should be tested for high 
cholesterol by age 11 so steps can be taken to prevent 
heart disease later on, a panel of doctors urged Friday in 
new advice that is sure to be controversial. 

They also advise diabetes screening every two years start¬ 
ing os early as 9 for children who are overweight and have 
other risks for Type 2 diabetes, including family history. 

The recommendations are in new guidelines from an ex¬ 
pert panel appointed by the National Heart, Lung and 
Blood Institute and endorsed by the American Academy 
of Pediatrics. 

They were released online Friday by the journal Pediatrics 
and will be presented Sunday at an American Heart As¬ 
sociation conference in Florida. 

Until now, major medical groups such os the pediatrics 
academy hove advised cholesterol tests only for children 
with a family history of early heart disease or high choles¬ 
terol and those who are obese or have diabetes or high 
blood pressure. But studies show that is missing many chil¬ 
dren with high cholesterol, and the number of them at risk 
is growing because of the obesity epidemic.^ 



In this Tuesday, Nov. 1, 

2011 photo. Dr. Elaine 
Urbina, left, examines 
Joscelyn Benninghoff, 10, 
at Children’s Hospital in 
Cincinnati. Benninghoff is 
taking medication to control 
her cholesterol. In new 
guidelines released Friday, 
Nov. 11, 2011, doctors are 
recommending that every 
child be tested for high 
cholesterol by around age 10 
to prevent heart disease later 
In life. 

Associated Press 


enced with the country’s 
national health service so 
that patients’ primary doc¬ 
tors know what their pa¬ 
tients are getting from oth¬ 
ers. 

Ordman also said British 
doctors may be less in¬ 
clined to automatically do 
what their patients want. 
“In the U.S., doctors might 
wish to please their patients 
and prescribe them some¬ 
thing because they’re cli¬ 
ents,” he said. “But in the 
U.K., the patient doesn’t 
pay the doctor directly so 
I can choose not to pre¬ 
scribe painkillers without 
the fear of suffering finan¬ 
cially myself.” 

In the U.S., some experts 
said they don’t want to 
deprive people of much- 
needed drugs. 

“It’s a delicate balance,” 
said Kyle Huitgren, manag¬ 
ing director of the Center 
for Medication Safety Ad¬ 
vancement at Purdue Uni¬ 
versity. “It would be hasty 
to say that it’s too easy for 
people to get prescription 
medication because there 
are still people in serious 
need who can’t get ac¬ 
cess,” he said. 

Huitgren said aggressive 
pharmaceutical advertis¬ 
ing puts more pressure on 
American doctors. “Pa¬ 
tients sometimes openly ask 
for medications because 
they’ve seen them adver¬ 
tised,” he said. 

“Physicians need to be very 
disciplined and explain 
to patients why a certain 
medication may not be 
right for them.” 

Painkiller use in Britain has 
been rising in recent years, 
but not at a scale compa¬ 
rable to the U.S. According 
to the Royal Pharmaceuti¬ 
cal Society, about 60 mil¬ 
lion drugs like aspirin and 
codeine were given out last 
year, a slight rise from the 
nearly 58 million dispensed 
in 2009. 

There are a few hundred 
deaths every year due to 
overdoses of drugs includ¬ 
ing methadone, codeine 
and other opioid medicines 
— though that also includes 
people who have taken 
other drugs like heroin. 
Powerful painkillers are 
commonly used to treat 


people after traumatic ac¬ 
cidents, those with cancer- 
related pain, or in palliative 
care. But doctors are often 
loathe to use drugs like mor¬ 
phine for people with long¬ 
term pain like those with 
muscular-skeletal disorders 
like rheumatoid arthritis. 

For people seeking relief 
from everyday pains like 
headaches or sore muscles, 
painkillers like acetamino¬ 
phen, sometimes sold as 
Tylenol, and ibuprofen are 
only sold in limited quanti¬ 
ties. By law, most shops can 
only sell packs of 16 tablets 
and no one is allowed to 
buy more than 100 pills at 
once without a prescrip¬ 
tion. 

Codeine is available over 
the counter but all pack¬ 
ages carry a warning about 
the dangers of addiction. 
Pharmacists selling it also 
advise people to only take 
it for three days. 

Doctors who work in emer¬ 
gency rooms or at after- 
hours clinics may also be 
more wary of giving out 
strong drugs because they 
don’t know what else the 
patient may be on. 

Britain’s medical profession 
was also scarred by Dr. Har¬ 
old Shipman, a notorious 
serial killer thought to have 
murdered more than 200 
patients from about 1975 
to 1998 in Manchester with 
deadly doses of a drug of¬ 
ten used for cancer pain. 
After the murders, prescrib¬ 
ing practices for powerful 
painkillers were tightened; 
all doctors who prescribe 
such medicines must now 
have a special license from 
the U.K.’s governing body 
for doctors. 

But many patients say this 
restrictive approach to 
pain management unfairly 
denies them treatment. 

Ian Semmons said he was 
left in agony for three years 
after breaking his back, 
shattering both ankles and 
suffering head injuries af¬ 
ter trying to stop a robbery 
about two decades ago. 
“The National Health Ser¬ 
vice saved my life but ne¬ 
glected my pain,” he said, 
explaining he wasn’t given 
anything stronger than ac¬ 
etaminophen in the three 
years after his accident.Q 
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Electric car battery catches 
fire after crash test 



This product image provided by General Motors, shows a 2011 Chevrolet Volt. Battery powered for 
the first 25 to 50 miles after charging up, the revolutionary, electric-powered Chevy Volt’s on-board 
generator automatically provides additional electricity to continue on for another 300 miles, when 
needed. 

Associated Press 


JOAN LOWYTOM KRISHER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

Chevrolet Volt that caught 
tire three weeks after its 
lithium-ion battery was 
damaged in a government 
crash test has regulators 
taking a harder look at 
the safety of electric car 
batteries, federal officials 
said Friday. 

Based on testing so far, 
however, regulators 

believe the batteries are 
safe and do not pose 
a greater fire risk than 
gasoline-powered engines, 
a National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration 
official told The Associated 
Press. The official requested 
anonymity in order to speak 
freely. 

The car that caught fire 
was tested May 12 by an 
agency contractor at a 


CUPERTINO, California (AP) 

— Apple has released a 
software update to fix a 
problem that is shorten¬ 
ing the battery life of some 
iPhones, iPads and iPods. 
Apple has said that a 
small number of custom¬ 
ers have reported lower- 
than-expected battery life 
on devices running on the 
company’s iOS 5 operating 
system. 

That’s the software that 
comes with the iPhone 4S 
and was available as a free 
upgrade for some older 
devices — both iPads, the 
iPhone 3GS and 4 and the 


Wisconsin facility using a 
relatively new side-impact 
test intended to replicate 
crashing into a pole or 
a tree, the official said. 
Three weeks later, while 
the car was parked at the 
test facility, it caught fire 
and set several nearby 
vehicles on fire. A NHTSA 
investigation concluded 
the crash test damaged 
the battery, which later led 
to the fire. 

Lithium-ion batteries, 

which are used in a 
vast array of consumer 
electronics, have a history 
of sometimes catching fire 
when damaged. 

General Motors spokesman 
Greg Martin said the test 
did not follow procedures 
developed by GM 
engineers for handling 
the Volt after a crash. The 
engineers tested the Volt's 


two most recent models of 
the iPod Touch. 

Apple released version 
5.0.1 on Thursday to fix bugs 
it found with the software. 
Users can get the update 
by connecting to iTunes. 
Other changes in the up¬ 
date include better voice 
recognition for Australians 
using dictation. 

Some users who upgraded 
the software said they still 
had issues with battery life. 
Apple said Friday that while 
the update addressed 
many of the problems, “we 
continue to investigate a 
few remaining issues."□ 


battery pack for more than 
300,000 hours to come 
up with the procedures, 
which include discharge 
and disposal of the battery 
pack, he said. 

“Had those protocols been 
followed after this test, this 
incident would not have 
occurred,” he said. 

The company had not 
told the government of 
its protocols at the time 
of the test, another GM 
spokesman said. 

Martin said the Volt is safe. 
After the Volt fire, NHTSA 
and GM each replicated 
the crash test and waited 
three weeks, but in neither 
case did the cars catch fire, 
officials said. Nor were the 
cars’ batteries damaged in 
those tests, officials said. 
The NHTSA official said the 
agency has been unable 
to explain why the Volt's 
battery was damaged 
in one test but not in 
two others conducted in 
exactly the same manner. 
NHTSA, along with the 
Department of Energy, 
plans to conduct more 
tests next week on Volt 
batteries and is continuing 
to monitor cars already 
in use. Government and 
GM officials said they are 
unaware of any similar fires 
among the 5,000 Volts now 
on the road. 

Nissan Motor Co., which 
has more than 8,000 all¬ 
electric Leaf models on U.S. 
roads, and Tesla Motors 
Inc., with 2,000 cars sold 
worldwide, said their cars 
are extensively tested and 
have not started any fires 


after crashes. 

NHTSA also is asking 
manufacturers who 

currently have electric 
cars on the market, or 
who plan to introduce 
electric vehicles in the 
near future, for more 
detailed information on 
their battery testing as 
well as what procedures 
they have established for 
discharging and handling 
batteries, including 

recommendations for 
reducing fire risks. 

“NHTSA is focused on 
identifying the best ways to 
ensure that consumers and 
emergency responders 
are aware of any risks they 
may encounter in electric 
vehicles in post-crash 
situations,” the agency 
said in a statement. 
“Ultimately, we hope the 
information we gather 
will lay the groundwork 
for detailed guidance for 
first-responders and tow 
truck operators for use in 
their work responding to 
incidents involving these 
vehicles,” the agency said. 
After the crash test, NHTSA 
found a coolant leak and 
moved the damaged Volt 
to a back lot, where it was 
exposed to the elements, 
said Rob Peterson, a GM 
spokesman who specializes 
in electric cars. Exposure 
to the weather caused the 
coolant to crystalize, and 
that, combined with the 
remaining charge in the 
battery, were factors, he 
said. 

NHTSA did not drain the 
battery of energy as 


recommended by GM’s 
crash procedures. At the 
time, GM had not told the 
agency of its protocols, 
Peterson said. NHTSA 
normally drains fuel from 
gasoline-powered cars 
after crash tests, he said. 

In a real-world crash, 
GM would be notified 
through its OnStar safety 
communications system 
and would send a team 
out to remove the battery 
for research purposes, he 
said. The safety of the Volt, 
which earned a top five- 
star crash safety rating from 
NHTSA, “really isn’t being 
questioned,” Peterson said. 
“What they're investigating 
is how do you handle the 
vehicles longer-term; tow 
truck drivers, salvage yards, 
body shops, things like 
that.” 

In the event of a crash, 
NHTSA’s advice to 
consumers is to do the 
same thing they would 
do in a gasoline-powered 
car: get out of the vehicle 
and move a safe distance 
away. The agency also 
recommends against 
storing a severely damaged 
electric car in a garage or 
near other vehicles. 
Lithium-ion batteries 

have been the subject of 
several recalls of consumer 
electronics. Millions of 
laptop batteries made by 
Sony Corp. for Apple Inc., 
Dell Inc., Lenovo Group Ltd. 
and other PC makers were 
recalled in 2006 and 2007 
after it was discovered that 
they could overheat and 
ignite.Q 



A clerk waits for customers next to the banner of the Apple’s 
IPhone 4S In Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Nov. 11,2011. Apple be¬ 
gan selling new iPhone 4S in South Korea on Friday 

Associated Press 

Battery life fix out 
for new Apple devices 
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CME offers $300M to help 
unfreeze MF Global funds 


CHRISTOPHER LEONARD 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A futures 
exchange that handled 
trades by failed broker MF 
Global said Friday that it 
will cover as much as $300 
million to help speed the re¬ 
lease of funds frozen since 
the firm filed for bankruptcy 
protection. 

CME Group's announce¬ 
ment that it will provide a 
“financial guarantee” to 
the trustee overseeing the 
liquidation of brokerage 
unit of MF Global followed 
the trustee’s disclosure that 
he fired all of the unit’s 
1,066 employees. 

CME said it was providing 
the funds to give the trustee 
“greater latitude” to distrib¬ 
ute some of the $4 billion in 
customer funds. The funds 
were frozen by a bankrupt¬ 
cy judge as he evaluates 
competing claims for the 
money. MF Global is facing 
a legally complicated liq¬ 
uidation. In addition to the 
$4 billion in frozen customer 
money, regulators say $600 
million in other client mon¬ 
ey is missing. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The euro 
rose against the dollar for 
the second day in a row os 
Italy and Greece moved 
closer to getting new lead¬ 
ership. Traders are hoping 
that the new governments 
will resolve their respective 
countries’ fiscal problems. 
Italy's Senate approved 
economic reforms Friday 
that will pave the way far 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus¬ 
coni to resign. Berlusconi 
promised that he wauld 
resign ance the reforms 
passed. A replacement far 
Berlusconi hasn't been an¬ 
nounced yet, but specu¬ 
lation that the respected 
economist Mario Monti 
could be Italy’s next leader 
has calmed fears that the 



The futures exchange organi¬ 
zation that bandied trades by 
faiied broker MF Giobal, CME 
Group, said Friday that it wiii 
cover as much as $300 million 
to help speed the release of 
funds frozen since the firm filed 
for bankruptcy protection. 

MF Glabal collapsed after 
making a disastrous bet on 
European debt. The cam- 
pany traded derivatives 
cantracts whose value 
was based an the value 
of an underlying asset, like 
interest rates, oil prices or 
currency rates. It filed for 
bankruptcy protection on 
Oct. 31. MF Global was 
one of the biggest players 
in the derivatives market. 
Regulatars are investigat¬ 
ing whether the firm used 
maney from clients’ ac¬ 
counts as its own financial 
canditian warsened. □ 


cauntry will fall into its own 
debt crisis. Worries that Italy 
was the next cauntry to be 
dragged inta Europe’s debt 
morass pushed the eura ta 
a four-week low against the 
dollar on Wednesday. The 
euro has since recovered 
on hopes that a new lead¬ 
er will push to pass much- 
needed austerity measures 
in Italy. Berlusconi was seen 
as an obstacle tc getting 
those reforms passed. 

The eura rose to $1.3747 
in late trading Friday tram 
$1.3581 late Thursday. 

In Greece, a new prime 
minister assumed power 
promising to push eco¬ 
nomic reforms to keep the 
country from defaulting on 
its debt.Q 


Euro gains vs dollar 



Stocks surge as Italy, Greece allay debt fears 


MAnHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
surged Friday, erasing their 
losses for the week, after 
Italy and Greece moved 
closer to getting their finan¬ 
cial crises under central. The 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age jumped back above 
12 , 000 . 

Italy's benchmark stock in¬ 
dex leapt 3.7 percent and 
its borrowing costs plunged 
after the cauntry’s Senate 
passed a crucial austerity 
budget demanded by the 


rally pushed the Dow up 
1.4 percent for the week. 
Together with a 112-point 
gain the day befare, the 
Dow has now made up 
most of the 389-point 
plunge it took on Wednes¬ 
day. That sell-aft was trig¬ 
gered by a spike in Italy's 
borrowing costs and a 
breakdown in talks to 
name a new prime minis¬ 
ter in Greece. 

In Greece, too, there was 
goad news for the markets 
Friday. Lucas Papademas, 
a farmer central banker. 


on a larger debt-cutting 
plan. A supercommittee 
in Congress has until Nav. 
23 to agree an a deficit- 
reductian package at at 
least $1.2 trillian aver a de¬ 
cade. 

“We still dan’t have a real 
resolution on either side of 
the Atlantic,” Gendreau 
said. 

The S&P 500 rose 24.16, or 
1.9 percent, to 1,263.85. 
Only 13 of the 500 stocks 
in the S&P fell. Technology 
and materials campanies 
had the biggest gains. The 



The bull statue stands In tront otthe stock market In Frankturt, Germany, Friday, Nov.11,2011, as the 
German stock Index DAX went over 6,000 points at the end of the week. U.S. Stocks surged Friday, 
erasing their losses for the week, after Italy and Greece moved closer to getting their financiai cri¬ 
ses under control. The Dow Jones Industrial average jumped back above 12,000. 

(AP Photo/MIchael Probst) 


European Unian. Other Eu- 
rapean stock markets and 
the euro also pushed higher 
as investars became more 
confident that Italy wauld 
avaid a fiscal disaster. 

The passage clears the way 
for Italian Premier Silvio Ber¬ 
lusconi to step down. Ber¬ 
lusconi was widely consid¬ 
ered an obstacle to serious 
economic reforms. The yield 
on Italy’s benchmark two- 
year bond dropped 0.43 
percentage paint to 5.69 
percent. That’s a sign bond 
investors think Italy will suc¬ 
ceed in managing its mas¬ 
sive debt load. 

The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage jumped 259.89 points, 
or 2.2 percent, to 12,153.68. 
It closed below 12,000 the 
previous two days. Friday's 


was sworn in as interim 
prime minister. Lucas Pa¬ 
pademas toak over a 
coalition government af¬ 
ter a twa-week political 
crisis that jeapardized the 
country’s ability to contin¬ 
ue receiving emergency 
loans. 

Plenty of uncertainty still 
hangs over financial mar¬ 
kets. Brian Gendreau, 
senior investment strate¬ 
gist at Cetera Financial 
Group, noted that the 
VIX index is still abave 30, 
a sign that traders expect 
stacks tc stay volatile. 
Gendreau expects the 
S&P 500 to trade in a 
range of 1,200 to 1,275 un¬ 
til Europe’s debt crisis gets 
closer to resolution and 
the U.S. Congress signs off 


S&P 500 gained 0.8 percent 
far the week. 

Walt Disney Co. jumped 6 
percent. The company re¬ 
ported record annual pref¬ 
its and revenues after the 
market closed Thursday, 
thanks to stronger advertis¬ 
ing sales at ESPN and the 
Disney Channel. 

The Nasdaq composite 
rose 53.60, or 2 percent, to 
2,678.75. The index edged 
down 0.3 percent for the 
week. 

In other corporate news: 

— D.R. FIcrten Inc. returned 
tc a quarterly prefit as more 
people bought houses. But 
the builder's earnings and 
revenue fell below what an¬ 
alysts had expected. D.R. 
Horton's stock dropped 1.7 
percent.Q 
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Universal, Sony/ATV to 
buy EMI for $4.1 billion 


RYAN NAKASHIMA 


Pacific Rim ieaders muii 
ways to fend off EU woes 



An unidentified representative of Brunei sits during an APEC 
ministerial meeting at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
sum 

(AP Photo/J. David Ake) 


AP Business Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — EMI 

Group Ltd., the iconic Brit¬ 
ish music company that is 
home to The Beatles, Cold- 
play and Katy Perry, is be¬ 
ing split and sold for $4.1 
billion. 

The deals will open EMI's 
buyers. Universal Music and 
Sony/ATV, to regulatory 
scrutiny as they increase 
their dominance of the mu¬ 
sic industry. 

Universal Music Group said 
Friday that it will pay 1.2 
billion pounds ($1.9 billion) 
for the recording division, 
joining Universal artists in¬ 
cluding Lady Gaga and 
Eminem with EMI superstars 
such as David Guetta and 
Lady Antebellum. 

A consortium led by Sony/ 
ATV reached a separate 
deal to pay $2.2 billion for 
EMI’s publishing division, 
according to a person fa¬ 
miliar with the matter. That 
business is in charge of 
songwriting copyrights for 
such artists as Rihanna and 
Adele. 

The person wasn't autho¬ 
rized to speak publicly and 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity. 

Sony/ATV, a joint venture 
between Sony Corp. and 
the Michael Jackson es¬ 
tate, is a 38 percent part¬ 
ner in the consortium. The 
other parties were not im¬ 
mediately known. 

The two-part sale, if ap¬ 
proved by regulators, 
would further increase Uni¬ 
versal Music's dominance 
in recorded music and 
springboard Sony/ATV into 
the top spot as a music 


publisher, according to Im- 
pala, an association of Eu¬ 
ropean independent music 
companies that is against 
the deal. 

The purchases would give 
Universal Music and Sony/ 
ATV undue negotiating 
power over artists and dis¬ 
tributors of music, even 
powerhouses such as Ap¬ 
ple Inc.'s iTunes, Impala 
said. 

Both deals are expected to 
be carefully reviewed in Eu¬ 
rope, the U.S., Japan and 
Australia. Even if regulators 
approve, they could force 
the sale of key assets or at¬ 
tach other terms. 

Helen Smith, Impala's ex¬ 
ecutive chairwoman, not¬ 
ed that when Universal Mu¬ 
sic bought music publisher 
BMG in 2007, it had to sell 
some assets to get smaller. 
“When you have players 
which are dominant, even 
if they take over small play¬ 
ers in market share, that 
can have a serious impact 
on competition," she said. 
Jean-Bernard Levy, CEO 
of Universal Music parent 
company Vivendi SA, told 
analysts on a conference 
call that he was “very con¬ 
fident” the deal would be 
approved in as little as 10 
months. 

In the United States, Univer¬ 
sal is the top music produc¬ 
er with a 30 percent market 
share compared with EMI’s 
9 percent, according to 
Nielsen SoundScan. □ 


ELAINE KURTENBACH 
AP Business Writer 
HONOLULU (AP) — A push 
to build a Pacific free trade 
bloc gained ground Fri¬ 
day with Japan's decision 
to join in, as Asian-Pacific 
leaders gathering in Ha¬ 
waii for an annual summit 
mulled ways to prevent the 
crisis in Europe from derail¬ 
ing the global recovery. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hill¬ 
ary Clinton said in opening 
a meeting of foreign and 
economic ministers of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Co¬ 
operation forum that many 
forces outside the region 
will have an impact on it. 
“Global trends and world 
events have given us a full 
and formidable agenda,” 
Clinton said. “And the 
stakes are high for all of us,” 
The weekend summit of the 
21-member APEC, which 
brings together leaders 
from Russia to Chile, is fo¬ 
cused on create jobs and 
business through nuts-and- 
bolts measures such as in¬ 
vestment in infrastructure 
and reforms aimed at pro¬ 
viding more access to fi¬ 
nancing for the poor. 

Such moves are gaining ur¬ 
gency, with the European 
Union warning of a pos¬ 
sible “deep and prolonged 
recession” next year as 
the debt crisis that has en¬ 
gulfed Ireland, Portugal 
and Greece shows signs of 
spiraling out of control. A 
European recession would 
be felt sharply in the U.S., 
where growth is already 
anemic, and in Asia, which 
relies on Europe as a big 


market for its cars, clothing, 
consumer electronics and 
other exports. 

That spells trouble for econ¬ 
omies big and small in Asia, 
the region so far least af¬ 
fected by the malaise in 
the West whose dynamism 
is crucial for a global re¬ 
covery. “In the coming 
12 months there is quite a 
strong likelihood that things 
will go worse,” Hong Kong’s 
chief executive, Donald 
Tsang, told a gathering 
of business leaders on the 
sidelines of the APEC meet¬ 
ings. “Global performance 
will be dragged down and 
then there will be an awak¬ 
ening, I hope,” he said. 


As host of the annual sum¬ 
mit, the U.S. has made ex¬ 
panding trade, promoting 
green growth and deepen¬ 
ing cooperation on regula¬ 
tion and standards to help 
dismantle barriers to trade 
and nurture faster growth. 
“We’ve even created an 
unofficial slogan: ‘Get Stuff 
Done,” Clinton said. 

The U.S. also is hoping to 
garner support for the com¬ 
prehensive regional free 
trade pact that many APEC 
members see as a building 
block for an eventual re¬ 
gionwide free trade zone 
that would encompass 
more than half of world 
economic output. □ 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ and pepper 
5 Lopsided 
10 _ milk; nonfat 
drink 

14 Skunk’s 
defense 

15 Benefactor 

16 Singer Paul_ 

17 Ascended 

18 Thick 

19 Golf pegs 

20 Lavish country 
properties 

22 Most uncanny 

24 _ away with; 
abolished 

25 Passion 

26 No longer fresh 

29 Burro 

30 Where to find 
the Book of Job 

34 Sported 

35 2011,2012, 
etc.: abbr. 

36 Insect larva’s 
envelope 

37 Yoko _ 

38 King Arthur’s 
castle 

40 Hole in one 

41 Comment 

43 Apprehend 

44 Stuff 

45 Curtain 

46 Pig’s home 

47 In a lousy way 

48 Book leaves 

50 Blood analysis 
site 

51 Blaze fighter 
54 Island group 

SE of Florida 

58 Notion 

59 _ with; 
supported 

61 Asian staple 

62 Young horse 

63 Thrill 

64 Give off 

65 Building wings 

66 Nissan Sentra 
or VW Jetta 

67 Turner & Knight 

DOWN 

1 Painful 

2 Hubbubs 
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Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


3 Misplaced 

4 Early sewing 
machine pedal 

5 _ up; totaled 

6 Foot digits 

7 Travel lodge 

8 Ne’er-do-wells 

9 Wooded 

10 Mockingly 
derisive 

11 _-highs;long 
socks 

12 Men for Mamie 
and Tina, once 

13 Ship’s spar 

21 Neckwear item 
23 Mechanical 
man 

25 Agrees 

26 Knight’s blade 

27 Contents of a 
printer cartridge 

28 Fragrance 

29 Ulna’s location 

31 Plank 

32 Of one’s region 

33 Foe 

35 Long-haired ox 

36 Ear of corn 


Friday’s Puzzle Solved 
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38 Dairy product 

39 Set down 

42 _ to; attracts 
44 Musical for Liza 

46 Having been 
eroded to a plain 

47 “_! Humbugl” 

49 Helium & neon 

50 Loaded down 


51 Small flute 

52 “American 

53 Authentic 

54 Fraternity letter 

55 Silent actor 

56 Cause of 
heartburn 

57 Collections 
60 Papa 
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Today In History 

Today is Friday, November 12, the 316th day 
of 2010. There are 49 days left In the year. 


Highlights in history on this 
dote: 

1554 - Britain's Parliament 
re-establishes Roman Ca¬ 
tholicism. 

1603 - Sir Walter Raleigh's 
high treason trial opens in 
Winchester, England. 

1812 - Napoleon Bonapar¬ 
te's army reaches Russian 
city of Smolensk in retreat 
from Moscow. 



Today is Neil Young’s birthday 


Myanmar’s pro-democracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
hold a vigil on the eve of 
expiration of her house ar¬ 
rest order, hoping to see the 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
taste freedom for the first 
time in seven years. 

Today’ Birthdays: 

Auguste Rodin, French 
sculptor (1840-1917); Dr. Sun 
Yat-Sen, founder of Chi¬ 
nese Republic (1866-1926); 
Princess Grace of Monaco 
(1929-1982); Kim Hunter, 
U.S. actress (1922-2002); 


Neil Young, Canadian sing¬ 
er/musician (1945-); Nadia 
Comaneci, Romanian gym¬ 
nast (1961-); Tobin Casey, 
U.S. renaissance man (1973- 
-); Ryan Gosling, Canadian 
actor (1980-); Anne Hatha¬ 
way, U.S. actress (1982-). 

Thought For Today: 

Don’t be a pal to your 
son. Be his father. What 
child needs a 40-year-old 
for a friend? — Al Capp, 
American cartoonist (1909- 
1979).a 
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1999 - Four members of the 
banned Falun Gong medi¬ 
tation movement are con¬ 
victed and sentenced to 
12 years in prison in China. 

2000 - Hijack drama on a 
Russian airliner ends after 
a mentally unstable man 
from the Russian republic of 
Dagestan held up the flight 
and forced the pilot to fly it 
to Israel. The 57 passengers 
and crew are released un¬ 
hurt. 

with some 2,000 neo-Na¬ 
zis outside of Germany’s 
largest World War II sol¬ 
diers cemetery where the 
extremists had hoped to 
stage a demonstration in 
honor of the Nazi soldiers. 

2008 - Britain is facing a 
sperm donor shortage af¬ 
ter reversing confidentiality 
laws and limiting the num¬ 
ber of women who can use 
sperm from one donor, fer¬ 
tility experts warn. 

2009 - U.S. government 
prosecutors take steps to 
seize four U.S. mosques 
and a New York skyscraper 
owned by a nonprofit Mus¬ 
lim organization long sus¬ 
pected of being secretly 
controlled by the Iranian 
government. 

2010 — Supporters of 
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Rhinoceros subspecies are 
vanishing from the wiid 


GENEVA (AP) — The West¬ 
ern Black Rhino of Africa 
has been declared officially 
extinct, and two other sub- 


In this file photo 
provided Jon. 25, 2011, 
by the Saint Louis Zoo, 
a black rhinoceros calf 
born at the zoo on Jan. 
14 stays close to his 
mother, Kati Rain, at the 
Saint Louis Zoo in Saint 
Louis. 

Associated Press 


species of rhinoceros are 
close to meeting the same 
fate, o leading conserva¬ 
tion group said Thursday. 
The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
said o recent reassessment 
of the Western Black Rhi¬ 
no had led it to declare the 
species extinct, adding that 
the Northern White Rhino of 
central Africa is now “pos¬ 
sibly extinct" in the wild and 
the Javan Rhino is “proba¬ 
bly extinct" in Vietnam, af¬ 
ter poachers killed the last 
animal there in 2010. 


A small but declining pop¬ 
ulation of the Javan Rhi¬ 
no survives on the Indone¬ 
sian island of Java, it add¬ 
ed. 

“A lack of political support 
and willpower for conser¬ 
vation efforts in many rhi¬ 
no habitats, international 
organized crime groups 
targeting rhinos and in¬ 
creasing illegal demand 
for rhino horns and com¬ 
mercial poaching are the 
main threats faced by rhi¬ 
nos,” the group said in a 
statement accompanying 
the latest update of its so- 
called Red List of endan¬ 
gered species. 

About a quarter of all 
mammals ore at risk of ex¬ 
tinction, lUCN said, adding 
that some species have 
been brought back from 
the brink with successful 
conservation programs. 

The Southern White Rhi¬ 
no numbered just 100 ani¬ 
mals at the end of the 19th 
century, but has since flour¬ 
ished and now has a popu¬ 
lation of over 20,000. 

The Przewalski’s Horse, a 
type of wild horse from 
Central Asia, has come 
back from extinction otter 
o successful breeding pro¬ 
gram in captivity. 

The Red List now contains 
almost 62,000 species of 
plants and animals, whose 
status is constantly moni¬ 
tored by conservationists.Q 
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Tony Bennett visits New 
Orieans, piugs rebuilding 


STACEY PLAISANCE 
Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Grammy-winning jazz crooner 
Tony Bennett is championing o rebuilding effort to 
help New Orleans residents displaced by Hurricane 
Katrina. 

At the site of the 101st and final house built by Proj¬ 
ect Home Again, the 85-year-old singer said Friday 
that bringing people home is important to protect¬ 
ing the culture and traditions of New Orleans. 

He looked on as a gospel choir clapped and 
swayed while singing “Oh Happy Day" and “Ain’t 
No Mountain High Enough" to commemorate the 
project founded by his friends. New York couple 
Leonard and Louise Riggio. 

After seeing Katrina’s devastation on their TV sets 
following the 2004 storm, the Riggios pledged to 
build homes for low- and middle-income families 
who were forced from their homes with little hope 
of returning.Q 


Billy Crystal is returning 
to host the Oscars 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Billy 
Crystal, a veteran Oscar 
host, said Thursday on Twit¬ 
ter that he has agreed 
to host the Feb. 26, 2012, 
Academy Awards. It will be 
his ninth such stint. 

“Some of the best mo¬ 
ments of my career have 
happened on the Oscar 
stage,” said Crystal in a 
later statement from the 
Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
ture Arts and Sciences. 
“I am thrilled to be back 
there.” 

Academy president Tom 
Sherak added: “I’m thrilled 
to welcome Billy back to 
the Oscar stage. He’s a 
comic legend and Oscar 
icon, and it feels good to 
have him back where he 
belongs.” 

Crystal, a 63-year-old corn- 
median, last hosted the 
show in 2004. It follows a 
groundswell of sentiment 
for his return following a 
guest appearance on the 
2011 Oscar show for which 



In this March 22, 2011 file 
photo, Billy Crystal arrives 
at the premiere of the HBO 
documentary fiim “His Way” in 
Los Angeies. 

Associated Press 

he received a standing 
ovation. Crystal said lat¬ 
er he was moved by the 
warm reception and that 
“it might be fun” to host the 
show again. 

“I think the show needs to 
change,” he said in an in¬ 
terview with The Associat¬ 
ed Press in March. “There’s 
too many awards and it 
has to sort of freshen itself 
up, and if I can be a part of 


that, that would be great.” 
Comedian Eddie Murphy 
had been chosen to host 
the 2012 show, but pulled 
out Wednesday following 
the departure on Tuesday 
of producer and friend 
Brett Ratner, who left amid 
criticism of his use of a pe¬ 
jorative term for gay men 
at a screening of the di¬ 
rector’s action comedy 
“Tower Heist,” which stars 
Murphy and Ben Stiller. 
Ratner was replaced this 
week by veteran producer 
Brian Grazer, joining co¬ 
producer Don Mischer, 
who was named producer 
alongside Ratner in August. 
Crystal previously hosted 
in 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 
1997, 1998, 2000, and 2004 
— some of the most suc¬ 
cessful shows in Oscar his¬ 
tory. The 2011 ceremony 
featured the duo of Anne 
Hathaway and James Fran¬ 
co in an effort to attract 
younger viewers, but with 
disappointing results. Steve 
Martin and Alec Baldwin 
hosted the year before.Q 


James Earl Jones accepts honorary Oscar from afar 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — James 
Earl Jones is about to re¬ 
ceive an honorary Oscar 
for his nearly five decades 
in film, but the 80-year-old 
thespian says he shouldn’t 
even be an actor. 

“One, because I'm a stut¬ 
terer,” the deep-voiced 
star said by phone from 
London, where he is starring 
with Vanessa Redgrave in 
the stage production of 
“Driving Miss Daisy." 

“And two,” he continued, 
“my introduction to motion 
pictures was sitting on a 
bench in Mississippi watch¬ 
ing a movie on a makeshift 
screen, a sheet stretched 
between two stores, and 
when a fistfight broke out 
on screen on that sheet, 
I freaked out. I couldn’t 
handle the violence, so I 
hid under the bench and 
begged people to make 
them stop, and they didn’t. 
They just watched. 

“I guess I said if I can’t stop 


them, I better join them.” 
Join them he did, mak¬ 
ing his big-screen debut 
in Stanley Kubrick’s 1964 
classic, “Dr. Strangelove or: 
How I Learned to Stop Wor¬ 
rying and Love the Bomb.” 
Jones was nominated for 
the best actor Oscar for 
1970’s “The Great White 
Hope,” the same role that 
won him a Tony two years 
prior. He has appeared in 
scores of movies, plays and 
TV shows, and gave voice 
to two of film’s most mem¬ 
orable fathers: Mufasa in 
“The Lion King” and Darth 
Vader in the “Star Wars” tril¬ 
ogy. 

“When Darth Vader first 
spoke on film, I denied it 
was me,” Jones said. “I had 
good reason: I thought it 
was special effects.” 

Asked to compare stage, 
screen and voice acting, 
Jones said, “I love it all. I 
even love commercials.” 
When the Academy of Mo¬ 
tion Picture Arts and Sci¬ 
ences called in August to 



In this Oct. 20, 2010 tile photo, 
actor James Earl Jones sits tor 
a photograph backstage at 
the Golden Theater in New 
York. 

Associated Press 

say they were honoring him 
with an Oscar at the third 
annual Governors Awards, 
Jones thought it was a joke. 
“The caller convinced 
my son, who screens ev¬ 
erything, convinced him 
that it wasn’t a prank,” he 
said. “Once we accepted 
it as not a prank, we start¬ 


ed laughing and haven’t 
stopped laughing since.” 
The actor said he is deeply 
grateful for the honor and 
his long tenure as an enter¬ 
tainer. 

“I have been very content 
with my career and very 
happy, even though I am 
not primarily a film actor, 
and that makes it even 
more astonishing that I 
would get this award,” he 
said. 

He said he still has more to 
do on screen: “I’ve done 
some beauties, but I don’t 
think I’ve done that movie 
that can say I'll leave as my 
legacy. I’m still waiting for 
that one.” 


And what kind of character 
might that be? 

“An older guy, of course,” 
he said with a laugh. “That’s 
the main requirement.” 
Jones will be lauded at Sat¬ 
urday’s Governors Awards 
ceremony in Los Angeles, 
along with makeup artist 
Dick Smith and philanthro¬ 
pist Oprah Winfrey, who will 
receive the Jean Hersholt 
Humanitarian Award. 

The actor won’t be at the 
ceremony, though, opting 
to avoid the long flight to 
continue “Daisy’s” run unin¬ 
terrupted. But he’ll be cel¬ 
ebrating across the pond 
and plans to participate 
via video. □ 
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Calle 13 wins Latin 
Grammy album of the year 


CRISTINA SILVA 

Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Hip-hop 
duo Calle 13 won album of 
the year at the Latin Gram¬ 
my Awards Thursday in Las 
Vegas, earning the top 
prize after a record-break¬ 
ing ceremony that saw the 
Puerto Rican stepbrothers 
receive the 19th award of 
their career and the most 
awards ever in a single 
night. The socially charged 
rap group made history 
before the show was over. 


the joys of being poor and 
Latin American. 

One of the most controver¬ 
sial songs, “Calma Pueblo,” 
won best alternative song, 
with its lyrics that call the 
Vatican the largest mafia 
in the world. The group also 
won producer of the year, 
best short-form music video 
and best tropical song for 
its ode to behaving badly, 
“Vamo' A Portarnos Mai.” 
Those awards all came be¬ 
fore the show started, dur¬ 
ing a pre-telecast ceremo¬ 


vocal album after Calle 13 
swept the show. 

“We know that we aren't 
the ones who get played 
on the radio ... but the 
people who don’t sell 
themselves for money and 
make real music,” said Jo- 
glar, who goes by the stage 
name Residente, speaking 
in Spanish after accepting 
the award for best urban 
song. 

The other half of the duo, 
Eduardo Jose Cobra Mar¬ 
tinez, noted that the inter- 



Eduardo Cabra Martinez, also known as Visitante, left, and Rene Perez Joglar, also known as 
Residente, of musical group ‘Calle 13,’ pose backstage with their awards at the 12th Annual Latin 
Grammy Awards in Las Vegas. 


(AP Photo/Chris Pizzello) 


winning its 18th award for 
song of the year for “Lati- 
noamerica.” That broke 
the record for most awards 
previously held by 17-time- 
winner Juanes. 

“Today, the music tri¬ 
umphed," frontman Rene 
Perez Joglar said in Spanish. 
In all, Calle 13 was up for 10 
awards Thursday and took 
home all but one because 
they were nominated twice 
for album of the year for 
their work on Shakira’s “Sale 
el Sol.” The Caribbean 
group’s anti-establishment 
album “Entren Los Que Qui- 
eran” lent a political over¬ 
tone to the annual awards 
show, with its lyrics that slam 
the White House and the 
Vatican while celebrating 


ny. Calle 13 later opened 
the show with an emotion¬ 
al rendition of its anthem 
“Latinoamerica” before 
going on to win best urban 
music album, best urban 
song, song of the year and 
record of the year. 

“May this transport you to 
your roots, your streets ... 
and may you feel it here in 
your heart,” Joglar said in 
Spanish before the rousing 
performance, dedicating 
the song to Latin Ameri¬ 
cans. 

The group easily hogged 
the spotlight from the other 
nominees. Even Shakira, 
the Latin Recording Acad¬ 
emy’s Person of the Year, 
came home with only one 
award for best female pop 


net Ohas helped Calle 13 
expand their audience, but 
lamented that many peo¬ 
ple in poor nations do not 
have computer access. 
Joglar said he didn’t care 
about radio play, and re¬ 
counted advice a famous 
musician once told him: 
“The day you are on the 
radio a lot, worry, because 
you are doing something 
wrong, and so we have lis¬ 
tened to him,” Joglar said in 
Spanish. 

Calle 13 has a long history 
of lacing social messages 
over bass-thumping beats 
and its latest album con¬ 
tinued that tradition, rifting 
on the exploitation of dark- 
skinned workers and cor¬ 
rupt governments. □ 



Blanca Soto arrives at the 12th Annual Latin Grammy Awards in 
Las Vegas. 

(AP Photo/Chris Pizzello) 



Angellque Boyer arrives at the 12th Annual Latin Grammy 
Awards in Las Vegas. 

(AP Photo/Chris Pizzello) 
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That old gang of mine 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2011 New York Times 

There’s something so soothing 
about a Republican presidential 
debate. Life is complicated, but, 
in this little world, nothing chang¬ 
es. The old oak still stands by the 
swimming hole. The spotted dog is 
sleeping on the porch. And here 
comes the gong - still exactly the 
some os it always is. Mitt Romney 
is still smarmy. Herman Coin is still 
not going to be president of the 
United States. 

Rick Perry did sort of plow new 
territory when he announced 
Wednesday night that os presi¬ 
dent he’d eliminate three federal 
agencies and then could think of 
only two. Should hove written it on 
his wrist. Dorn. 

And wait! There’s Newt! Newt Gin¬ 
grich is on a little upswing. The Re¬ 
publican voters, in their desperate 
quest to ovoid nominating Rom¬ 
ney, ore now apparently giving 
Newt another look. He’s got that 
slight-uptick glow. 

“I love humor disguised os a ques¬ 
tion. That’s terrific,” Gingrich said 
snorkily, when CNBC’s Mario Borti- 
romo called him on his claim that 
the medio were inaccurately cov¬ 
ering the economy. An excellent 
example. Newt said, would be the 
failure of reporters to ask Occupy 
Wall Street protesters who they 
thought would pay for the porks if 
all the businesses failed. The crowd 
loved him. 

Con you imagine how all this 
mokes Rick Sontorum feel? The 
former senator from Pennsylva¬ 
nia has been running around for 
years now talking about conser¬ 
vative social values and trying to 
get right-wing Republican vot¬ 
ers to think of him os presidential 
timber. He’s good at debating, 
and he soys “family” of least 5,000 
times per appearance. He points 
out constantly that he thought of 
everything first. But he’s never got¬ 
ten a bump. The Republican core 
turned to Michele Bochmonn. 
They hod a fling with Perry. They 
fell in love with Coin. They hod a 
mod moment in the school cloak¬ 
room with Donald Trump. Now 
they’re sniffing around Newt. 
Really, the Republican voters 
aren’t asking for much. They just 
wont a candidate who’s really 
conservative. Who has verbs in 
his sentences. Who didn’t drive 
to Canada with the family dog 
strapped to the roof of the cor. 
Yet they’re still searching with such 


desperation that you expect to 
woke up some morning and see a 
headline like: “Poll Soys Most Likely 
Voters in South Carolina Favor the 
Geico Gecko.” 

The debate in Michigan was 
about the economy, but, truly, it 
could hove been the Republican 
Debate Alumni Reunion. Every¬ 
body was doing his or her special 
thing. Perry finally remembered 
that the third agency was Energy. 
Coin got to mention 9-9-9. Many 
times! Romney explained away 
his habit of perpetual position- 
switches by pointing out that he 
hod been married for 42 years and 
been a Mormon his entire life. 
Nobody seemed eager to jump 
on Cain’s sexual harassment issue, 
but, really, it does not moke much 
difference. As much os Americans 
don’t like Washington, they do 
not elect presidents who hove not 
held major elective office or led 
on army or served in the Cabinet, 
or something. Really. They don’t. 
A few years running a minor fast- 
food chain is not the some os be¬ 
ing secretary of commerce. 

Also, os much os we enjoy being 
ignorant about foreign affairs in 
our own private lives, we don’t 
nominate the kind of guy who 
doesn’t know that Chino has nu¬ 
clear weapons. 

The debate took place right after 
a series of state and local elec¬ 
tions that seemed to suggest vot¬ 
ers were getting tired of crazy. 
From sea to shining sea, there was 
a very strong onti-nutcose tenor. 
Arizona got rid of the state Senate 
leader who championed the anti- 
immigrant frenzy. Ohio voters repu¬ 
diated their loopy governor’s war 
against public employees. And, 
in Mississippi, voters resoundingly 
rejected on anti-abortion amend¬ 
ment that would hove mode ev¬ 
ery fertilized egg a person. 

Things hove gone so for that Missis¬ 
sippi hod to pull us bock. 

We didn’t get to hear about that 
issue in the debate. The pock- 
trailing Jon Huntsman Jr. was the 
only Republican candidate who’s 
said he thought the Mississippi per- 
sonhood proposal went too for. 
In on interview, Romney danced 
around the edges. When asked 
“Would you hove supported the 
constitutional amendment that 
would hove established the defi¬ 
nition of life at conception?” Mitt 
said: “Absolutely.” But it was pos¬ 
sible, you know, that he was re¬ 
ferring to a different amendment 
and not the one that all the Re¬ 
publicans happened to be talking 
about this fall. 

Just for the heck of it, let me re¬ 
mind you that this is the some guy 
who said “abortion should be safe 
and legal in this country” when 
he was running for office in Mas¬ 
sachusetts against Ted Kennedy. 
He said quite a bit more along the 
some line, but it looks os though 
we’re going to hove plenty of time 
to revisit that. Twelve months of 
Mitt, actually. Yikes.Q 



Legends of the fail 


PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

This is the way the euro ends - 
not with a bong but with bungo 
bungo. Not long ago, European 
leaders were insisting that Greece 
could and should stay on the euro 
while paying its debts in full. Now, 
with Italy falling off a cliff, it’s hard 
to see how the euro con survive at 
all. But what’s the meaning of the 
euro debacle? As always happens 
when disaster strikes, there’s a rush 
by ideologues to claim that the di¬ 
saster vindicates their views. So it’s 
time to start debunking. 

First things first: The attempt to cre¬ 
ate a common European curren¬ 
cy was one of those ideas that cut 
across the usual ideological lines. 
It was cheered on by American 
right-wingers, who sow it os the 
next best thing to a revived gold 
standard, and by Britain’s left, 
which sow it os a big step toward 
a social-democratic Europe. But it 
was opposed by British conserva¬ 
tives, who also sow it os a step to¬ 
ward a social-democratic Europe. 
And it was questioned by Ameri¬ 
can liberals, who worried - rightly. 
I’d soy (but then I would, wouldn’t 
I?) - about what would happen if 
countries couldn’t use monetary 
and fiscal policy to fight recessions. 
So now that the euro project is 
on the rocks, what lessons should 
we draw? I’ve been hearing two 
claims, both false: that Europe’s 
woes reflect the failure of welfare 
states in general, and that Europe’s 
crisis mokes the cose for immedi¬ 
ate fiscal austerity in the United 
States. The assertion that Europe’s 
crisis proves that the welfare state 
doesn’t work comes from many 
Republicans. For example, Mitt 
Romney has accused President 


Barack Obama of taking his in¬ 
spiration from European “socialist 
democrats” and asserted that “Eu¬ 
rope isn’t working in Europe.” The 
idea, presumably, is that the crisis 
countries ore in trouble because 
they’re groaning under the bur¬ 
den of high government spend¬ 
ing. But the facts soy otherwise. 
It’s true that all European countries 
hove more generous social ben¬ 
efits - including universal health 
core - and higher government 
spending than America does. But 
the nations now in crisis don’t hove 
bigger welfare states than the na¬ 
tions doing well - if anything, the 
correlation runs the other way. 
Sweden, with its famously high 
benefits, is a star performer, one 
of the few countries whose GDP is 
now higher than it was before the 
crisis. Meanwhile, before the crisis, 
“social expenditure” - spending 
on welfare-state programs - was 
lower, os a percentage of notional 
income, in all of the nations now in 
trouble than in Germany, let alone 
Sweden. Oh, and Canada, which 
has universal health core and 
much more generous aid to the 
poor than the United States, has 
weathered the crisis better than 
we hove. The euro crisis, then, soys 
nothing about the sustainability of 
the welfare state. But does it moke 
the cose for belt-tightening in a 
depressed economy? 

You hear that claim all the time. 
America, we’re told, hod better 
slosh spending right away or we’ll 
end up like Greece or Italy. Again, 
however, the facts tell a different 
story. First, if you look around the 
world you see that the big deter¬ 
mining factor for interest rotes isn’t 
the level of government debt but 
whether a government borrows in 


its own currency. Japan is much 
more deeply in debt than Italy, but 
the interest rote on long-term Jap¬ 
anese bonds is only about 1 per¬ 
cent to Italy’s 7 percent. Britain’s 
fiscal prospects look worse than 
Spain’s, but Britain con borrow 
at just a bit over 2 percent, while 
Spain is paying almost 6 percent. 
What has happened, it turns out, 
is that by going on the euro, Spain 
and Italy in effect reduced them¬ 
selves to the status of Third World 
countries that hove to borrow in 
someone else’s currency, with all 
the loss of flexibility that implies. In 
particular, since euro-oreo coun¬ 
tries can’t print money even in 
on emergency, they’re subject to 
funding disruptions in a way that 
nations that kept their own curren¬ 
cies aren’t - and the result is what 
you see right now. America, which 
borrows in dollars, doesn’t hove 
that problem. The other thing you 
need to know is that in the face 
of the current crisis, austerity has 
been a failure everywhere it has 
been tried: No country with signifi¬ 
cant debts has managed to slosh 
its way bock into the good graces 
of the financial markets. For exam¬ 
ple, Ireland is the good boy of Eu¬ 
rope, having responded to its debt 
problems with savage austerity 
that has driven its unemployment 
rote to 14 percent. Yet the interest 
rote on Irish bonds is still above 8 
percent - worse than Italy. 

The moral of the story, then, is to 
beware of ideologues who ore try¬ 
ing to hijack the European crisis on 
behalf of their agendas. If we listen 
to those ideologues, all we’ll end 
up doing is making our own prob¬ 
lems - which ore different from Eu¬ 
rope’s, but arguably just os severe 
- even worse.Q 
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Paris retrospective ceiebrates ad man Goude 


JENNY BARCHFIELD 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — For Jean-Paul 
Goude, the days of false 
modesfy are over: The ex- 
fravaganf French illusfrafor, 
phofographer and ad man 
— besf known infernafion- 
ally for his TV spofs for Cha¬ 
nel's Egoisfe and Coco per¬ 
fumes — says he now finally 


compelling fhan fhose of 
many who have long worn 
fhe manfle of “arfisf." 
“Before, I was falsely mod¬ 
est (always saying) ‘I'm 
buf a humble arfisan' and 
so-forfh in hope fhaf every¬ 
one would say, ‘No, no, no. 
You're an arfisf,”' Goude 
fold reporfers in an infer- 
view ahead of fhe exhibi- 


fhaf alfhough his name 
mighf nof ring a bell, much 
of his work is insfanfly iconic. 
Any visifor fo Paris is bound 
fo recall fhe wacky, sexy, 
exfravaganf posfers for fhe 
Galeries Lafayeffe deparf- 
menf sfore fhaf have plas- 
fered fhe mefro here for 
over a decade. 

And who could forgef fhe 



Creations by designer Jean-Paul Goude seen at the Arts Decoratifs museum in Paris, Thursday, 
Nov. 10, 2011. Extravagant French photographer and graphic designer Jean-Paul Goude, known 
for his over-the-top fashion spreads and visually shocking ads, is getting his own retrospective, in a 
wing of Paris’ Louvre Museum. The exhibition opened Friday Nov. 11 and runs until March 18, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani) 



considers himself an arfisf. 

A new refrospecfive af Par¬ 
is' Arfs Decorafifs museum 
shores up fhaf conclusion. 
Wifh hundreds of drawings, 
skefches, phofo collages, 
videos and insfallafions fhaf 
include a life-size sfeam 
engine made of wood, 
“Goudemalion" fraces fhe 
evolufion of his exuberanf 
sfyle over fhe pasf six de¬ 
cades. 

The show plunges visifors 
info Goude's very parficu- 
lar creafive universe which 
— peopled wifh long, lean 
uber-women — is no less 


fion’s inaugurafion Friday. 
“Now, I’m sick of waifing, 
and I proclaim if myself.” 
The exhibif “is a way of 
proving fo people fhaf fhe 
work I do is nof jusf abouf 
adverfising. If’s a body of 
work fhaf was nourished, 
in a way, by ads," he said. 
“When you do an ad cam¬ 
paign, you have big bud- 
gefs you wouldn’f have 
ofherwise, and I've faken 
advanfage of fhaf fhrough- 
ouf my career.” 

One of fhe side-effecfs of 
Goude's longfime empha¬ 
sis on commercial work is 


image of Grace Jones, 
wrapped in sfrafegically 
placed bands and balanc¬ 
ing on one leg, from fhe 
cover of her 1990 album, 
“Island Life"? And whaf 
abouf fhe perfume com¬ 
mercials wifh fhe building- 
full of hysferical beaufies 
maniacally opening and 
slamming French doors as 
fhey shouf “egoisfe,” or fhe 
feafher-clad Vanessa Para¬ 
dis swinging on her bird¬ 
cage perch? 

Born in 1940 fo a French fa- 
fher and American mofher 
who had once been a mod- 


erafely well-known dancer 
on Broadway, Goude was 
raised on a sfeady dief of 
Hollywood musicals — and 
fhose movies' sunny opfi- 
mism and kifschy aesfhefic 
are sfill palpable in his work 
foday. 

The refrospecfive opens 
wifh some promising child¬ 
hood doodlings, including 
wafercolors of cowboys 
and Indians fhaf Goude 
painfed af age 7 and some 
racier feenage skefches 
fhaf already hinfed af one 
of Goude's mosf endur¬ 
ing fheme: fhe mixing and 
mafching of culfures, efh- 
nicifies and idenfifies. 
Commissioned by fhen- 
Presidenf Francois Miffer- 
rand fo re-imagine fhe 1989 
milifary parade commem- 
orafing fhe bicenfennial 
of fhe French revolufion, 
Goude delivered a fefch- 
ing buf mofley crew made 
up of baffalions of Chinese 
break dancers, Sovief revo- 
lufionary guards, headscarf 
clad Norfh African women 
spinning on gianf mecha¬ 
nized ballgowns and fhe 
Florida A&M marching 
band. (The life-size locomo- 
five which is fhe exhibifion’s 
cenferpiece was a prop in 
fhe parade.) 

Phofos from Goude's New 


York years — he was fhe 
arfisfic direcfor of Esquire 
magazine from 1969-1982 
— celebrafe fhe efhnic di¬ 
versify of fhe cify, where 
blacks, Hispanics and 
whifes of Irish and Ifalian 
descenf came fogefher in 
mixed-up urban fribes. 

Then fhere are Goude's 
recurring riffs on shifting 
races or genders, like fhe 
1982 phofo of Grace Jones 
wifh milky whife skin and a 
shock of orange hair, or fhe 
2008 collage of supermod¬ 
el Laefifia Casfa as a man, 
complefe wifh a platinum 
crewcuf and convincing 
five o'clock shadow. 
Though you don'f have 
fo dig foo deep fo hif on 
fhe political implications of 
such images, Goude insisfs 
his work is purely aesfhef¬ 
ic, focusing exclusively on 
“beaufy, on balance and 
on shapes. 

“Politics can prevenf me 
from doing my work, buf 
my work is nof political,” he 
insisfed. 

Goude added he was 
“sfunned” fhaf some have 
inferprefed his work as rac- 
isf. Such critics, he said, 
“furn everyfhing inside-ouf 
and fear everyfhing aparf” 
fo supporf fheir fhesis. “If’s 
really ferrible for me.”Q 



In this photo taken Thursday, Nov. 10, 2011, a model 
walks during a tashion show introducing the “Prejudice” 
collection by French designer Philippe Gullet, at the French 
embassy In Bucharest, Romania. Gullet, tormerly a research 
coordinator tor Jean-Paul Gaultier, who also worked with 
Karl Lagerteld, and Thierry Mugler launched the “100%.RO” 
project and used in his collection, designed together with 
Romanian artisans, elements ot Romania’s cultural heritage. 
The collection will be shown in Paris early next year. 

(AP Photo/VadIm Ghirda) 



























